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Foreword and Introduction 
 
The Idaho Local Land Use Planning Act of 1975 requires cities and counties in Idaho to conduct comprehensive 
planning and zoning. 
 
This update was undertaken to reflect new statistical information and to review the goals and objectives. 
Sustainability is a land use development concept that has been incorporated into this Comprehensive Land Use 
Plan update. Sustainability, as it is presented here, is balancing the need for development (housing construction) 
and growth (population increase) against the need to protect the natural and built environment while meeting the 
needs of the present generation without compromising the needs of future generations. It is the desire of the 
City that the goals and objectives should guide the City through 2023. 
 
The purpose of a comprehensive plan is to give baseline information and future projections and to provide a 
written statement of goals and objectives upon which policy decisions can be made.  These goals and objectives 
shall be the basis of the decision-making process until such time as the goals are realized or the plan amended.   
 
The comprehensive plan should not be viewed as a final statement of a city’s vision for the future.  With time, 
its population will change, its goals may be redefined and the physical environment, in which it’s resident live 
and work, will be altered.  The plan simply represents a consensus at a particular time on planning issues and 
policies.  As a result, it is recommended that the plan be periodically revised to respond and to reflect changing 
conditions.   
 
The policies in this plan are designed to have sufficient flexibility to respond to changes in the rate, type and 
location of growth.  At the same time, it calls for a pattern of urban containment and the preservation of highly 
productive agricultural land, with a circulation and urban service pattern that will reinforce the present compact 
pattern of urban development, arrest the sprawl development that is beginning to provide for future growth 
consistent with the current environmental quality of the city.  It also calls for directed growth in a manner which 
will allow maintenance of high levels of public service at reasonable cost.   
 
Planning is a continuous process.  As conditions change and new information becomes available, objectives and 
priorities of the city may change and goals and policies may be modified.  The comprehensive plan is intended 
to be the public policy instrument for growth of Malad and as such, must be responsive to change, forward-
looking, understood, and publicly supported.  The final constructed Plan presents Malad’s position on growth 
and development issues in the Oneida County area and clearly articulates a community vision for Malad’s 
future in terms of land use, transportation, parks and recreation, economic development, housing etcetera. This 
plan may be amended and should be regularly reviewed and revised, if necessary to reflect the community’s 
changing attitudes and desires.  By law, revisions of the comprehensive plan may occur once a month and the 
Comprehensive Plan or Land Use Map may be amended every six months. Amendments, rather than updates, 
should occur only when absolutely necessary and should be in the best interest of all resident in the community.  
 
The implementation of a comprehensive plan is realized through enactment of local ordinances and programs to 
attain the desired objectives.  The Malad City Council bears the primary responsibility for implementation, 
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assisted by other bodies, such as a Planning and Zoning Board.  Further, the City of Malad cannot be planned 
independently of Oneida County.  Cooperation and communication with the County are important in the 
ongoing maintenance and implementation of both the City and the County Comprehensive Plans.   
 
 
Purpose of the Comprehensive Plan 
 
The purpose of the Comprehensive Plan for the City of Malad is to guide elected officials and private citizens in 
making decisions which will promote the orderly development of the city, conserve the value of property and 
promote the public health, safety and general welfare of city residents.   
 
The following guidelines are adopted to clarify the use and administration of the Plan: 
 
The Comprehensive Plan is a guide to be used by public officials for preparing detailed plans, providing for 
public facilities and adopting pertinent laws and ordinances for the orderly development and land use in the city. 
  
The Comprehensive Plan is not intended to take any land for public purposes, place a cloud on the title of any 
property or require that any property be sold or given to the public.  It is, rather, a guide to land use and 
development.  It should be used to influence the orderly and necessary acquisition of land for public purposes 
through normal land acquisition procedures, including condemnation, negotiated purchase, gift and other 
means. 
 
The Comprehensive Plan should be reviewed and amended on a regular basis.  
 
The Comprehensive Plan should be reviewed regularly with the public to encourage understanding and support 
for the principles of orderly growth and to insure future amendments of the Plan is in harmony with public 
convenience, necessity and general welfare. 
 
A strong commitment to the enhancement of the social, economic and physical assets of Malad is the overall 
purpose of the Plan.  Implementing of this Plan requires thoughtful initiation and execution of ordinances by the 
appropriate authorities. 
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Goals, Objectives and Strategies 
 
The Comprehensive Plan contains a narrative of seventeen planning components, each with a goal, objective, 
and strategy statements. Each Comprehensive Plan element contains the following subsections: 
 
Goals: 

The Goal is general statement of a future condition that is desirable for the community. It is the end 
toward which our actions are aimed. Goals are usually stated in broad terms to reflect community wide 
values.  The ultimate purpose of a goal is stated in a way that is general in nature and immeasurable.  
Goals provide the community a direction in which to travel not a location to reach. 

 
Objectives: 

The objective statement defines the meaning or aspiration of the goal; they are a finite point on the way 
to a goal- something you can see and measure.  It advances a specific purpose, aim, ambition or 
element of a goal.   

 
Strategies: 

Strategies are specific statements that guide actions, imply clear commitment and express the manner 
in which future actions will be taken.  They are, however, flexible rules that can adapt to different 
situations and circumstances. 
 

 
Implementation 
 
The most important aspect of the Comprehensive Plan is the implementation.  The planning process will be 
beneficial to the community only if the results have some bearing on subsequent decision and actions: 
 

 The existing zoning ordinance, zoning map and subdivision regulations should be updated and 
improved as needed to carry out goals and objectives established by this plan. 

 
 Application of zoning and subdivision regulations should be uniform throughout the city with 

strict enforcement of all provisions. 
 
 The Comprehensive Plan must be kept up-to-date by periodically comparing projections that 

have been made to conditions as they have evolved.   
 
 Periodic re-examination of the goals and objectives contained in the plan to assess their validity 

in view of community needs is essential. 
 

The implementation of a comprehensive plan is realized through enactment of local ordinances and 
programs to attain the desired objectives.   
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Seventeen Elements of the Comprehensive Plan 
 

A Comprehensive Plan is the official statement of a jurisdiction, setting forth its major goals and policies 
concerning desirable future physical development.  The broad scope of the plan is reflected in its various 
elements, which are combined into one planning document.  The comprehensive plan includes the following 
seventeen elements as required by law: 

 
 Private Property Rights: the property rights interpretation of this element is that of a warning to 

government and property owners to be aware of private property rights. 
 

 Population and Growth: is an analysis of past, present, and future trends in population. 
 

 Land Use: encompasses the current vision for a mix of future land uses. 
 

 Transportation: an analysis showing the community’s transportation infrastructure, which addresses 
efficient mobility of people, goods, and services. 
 

 Housing: identifies housing needs and plans for improvement of housing standards and safe, sanitary, 
and adequate housing.   

 
 Community Design: an analysis of landscaping, site design, beautification, signage, and uniformity in 

residential development. 
 

 School Facilities and Transportation: this element requires cities and counties to consider school 
capacities, facilities and transportation needs. 
 

 Public Services, Facilities, and Utilities: an analysis showing general plans for sewage, water supply, 
fire stations, public safety facilities, library, energy, and related services. 

 Economic Development: examines trends and presents policies for maintaining a positive growth rate, 
including employment, industries, jobs and income levels. 

 
 Parks and Recreation: ensures the provision of permanent open and      recreation space, and identifies 

future facilities. 
 
 Cultural and Historic Sites: an analysis of areas, sites, or structures of historical, archaeological, 

architectural or scenic significance. 
 

 Natural Resources:  an analysis of the uses of waters, forests, ranges and soils. 
 

 Hazardous Areas: an analysis of know hazards as may result from seismic activity, landslides, or 
mudslides, floodplain hazards and man-made hazards. 
 

 Agriculture: An analysis of the agricultural base of the area including farm related businesses and the 
role of agriculture and agricultural uses in the community. 
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 Implementation: an analysis of specific actions needed to implement and support the comprehensive 
plan. 
 

 National Interest Electronic Transmission Corridors 
 

 Public Airport Facilities 
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Planning Area in Perspective 
 
Malad is situated in the southwest portion of Oneida County, 13 miles from the Idaho/Utah border. 
 
Malad’s thoroughfare is mainly Bannock Street, which bisects the town.  Interstate 15 is juxtaposed to Malad 
with one exit accessing the community.  The Union Pacific Railroad runs to the City of Malad and a spur 
services the industrial park. 
 

There are a multitude of opportunities for 
indoor and outdoor recreation in the 
Malad area.  The mountains surrounding 
Malad offer ample space to enjoy this 
Western setting.  Public lands abound 
with miles of trails accessible by foot, 
horseback, and all-terrain vehicles. The 
Caribou National Forest is two miles from 
the City of Malad. The Curlew National 
Grasslands is thirty miles from the City. 
From big game hunting to three species of 
grouse, the fall harvest can be quite 
fulfilling.  Fishing is one of Oneida 
County's calls to fame.  With 7 reservoirs, 
fishing can be enjoyed all year round.  
Daniels reservoir is famous for producing 
trophy sized trout.  Kokanee Salmon can 
be found in most of the reservoirs.  All in 

all, the outdoor activities for the area are hard to beat.  And you won't find crowds here! The community of 
Malad offers a great mix of entertainment for both the visitor and the resident.  The Malad Valley Theater Guild 
hosts productions throughout the year.  Bowling, swimming, tennis, softball, baseball, a great fair and rodeo, an 
annual Welsh Festival and community Fourth of July celebrations are but a sampling of some fun-filled times 
offered in the community.   
 
Malad is close to areas such as Pebble Creek Ski Hill, Lava Hot Springs, Yellowstone, the Grand Tetons, and 
other great parks.  With the residents in such close proximity to a variety of recreational areas, they are able to 
enjoy year-round outdoor activities such as alpine, cross-country and water skiing; hunting, fishing, camping 
and snowmobiling.   
                                   
The elevation is 4,551 feet above sea level and it is mainly a mining and farming community.  The City of 
Malad is surrounded by rich agricultural land which creates crop and livestock sales of approximately 
$36,000,000 per year. Crops include grains, wheat, fruits and vegetables. Livestock includes cattle, horses, 
sheep and hogs. 
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Chapter One: Property Rights 
 
Goal 1:   Promote and encourage quality development that protects and respects private property rights. 
 
 
Objective: 
 
 Ensure that legal decisions are made 

according to state and federal law.   

 
Strategies: 
 
 When making land use decisions review the most 

current checklist offered by the Attorney General to 
allow a Government to evaluate that such action 
does not result in an unconstitutional taking. 

 
 In the event of a taking become familiar with and 

follow the laws as prescribed in Title 67 Chapter 80, 
Idaho Code to insure the protection and fair 
treatment of citizens. 

 
 
 
The property rights of the Idaho code are intended to insure that no agency or local government action will 
result in the taking of private property without due process of law.  
 
The City of Malad intends to uphold the Fifth Amendment to the United States Constitution and affirms that no 
private property shall be taken for public use without just compensation. 
 
Should the City of Malad become involved in a land use decision that does or does not amount to a taking the 
City will review the most current checklist offered by the Attorney General to allow a Government to evaluate 
that such action does not result in an unconstitutional taking. This list is updated annually to maintain 
consistency with changes in the law. 
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Chapter Two: Population and Growth 
 
Goal 1: Continue to analyze population trends through various methods 
 

 
Objectives: 
 
 To maintain a clear and realistic 

understanding of the population of 
Malad and how it is changing. 

 
 Consider land development 

compatibility criteria, which evaluate 
development proposals based on 
flexible physical, social economic 
and aesthetic criteria. 

 
 Development should make 

reasonable use of the area’s 
resources, maintain economical costs 
for public services and preserve the 
quality of life desired by the 
community. 
 

  
Strategies: 

 
 Periodically update and track demographic data 

through various means including census, building 
permit data, utility hookup data, school enrollment 
data etc. 

 
 Ensure that growth is planned and     directed in a 

way that minimizes sprawl and creates a functional 
pleasing community. 

 
 Ensure that development occurs only when adequate 

public facilities and infrastructures are available 
and/or financially guaranteed. 

 
 The rural atmosphere should be preserved and 

enhanced whenever possible. Preserve open space in 
neighborhoods that maintain access to some views 
and sense of place. 

 
 The Malad Comprehensive plan should be adopted, 

maintained and updated to accommodate managed 
growth.  It should be updated periodically to provide 
applicable population data and demographic 
forecasts of Idaho Department of Commerce, Idaho 
Power, U.S. Census Bureau and other demographic 
and census resources. 

 
 
One of the first things we all want to know about a community is how many people live there. This leads to 
additional questions about how many people lived there in the past and how many people will live there in 
the future. These are important questions in planning for the future needs of the City of Malad. Information 
about gender, households, race and age also help plan for the future needs of our community.  
 
This chapter will provide information about the population of Malad and the characteristics of our 
population. Growth estimates are also an important part of the population chapter. 
 
When reviewing and analyzing the information it is evident that the population size was on a slight decline 
from 2000 to 2010 according the U.S. Census. Using census numbers only we would expect a slight decline 
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in population in the future. Although census information is often used to predict future growth rates there 
are more accurate methods. Planners can examine the number of people in each age group and their 
likelihood of living and staying in the community for the next ten or twenty years, as one method of 
projecting future population. In the chart below, Table 2-1, we can see a slight decline in population from 
2000 to 2010. When looking at table 2-5 we see that the elderly population decreased and the population 
under age 5 increased. These are signs of population growth. From speaking to the local schools we know 
that the number of school age children and families has increased. This is enough information to let us know 
we can expect a leveling out of the slight decline we have been seeing and we should see a trend toward an 
increase in population by 2020. 

 
TABLE 2-1: Population by Household and Family 

 

POPULATION:  Households & Families 

  
 

Total Population 

 
 

Total # 
Families 

Average 
Family 
Size (# 

persons) 

 
 

Total # 
Households 

Average 
Household 

Size (# persons) 

Location 2000 2010 2000 2010 2000 2010 2000 2010 2000 2010 
Malad 2,158 2,095 562 552 3.24 3.21 797 786 2.65 2.60 

Oneida County 4,125 4,286 1,093 1,161 3.35 3.24 1,430 1,545 2.85 2.74 
     U.S. Census Bureau, American Fact Finder 2000/2010 Demographic Profile Data, General population and 

housing characteristics. *The population for 2013 is 2063.  
 
The City of Malad suffered an economic downturn when the major employer was hit hard by the 2006 
housing bubble and they were forced to close the new Owen Corning manufactured stone plant that had 
been recently constructed. A steady climb back has brought the population numbers back year by year 
adding jobs to the community and businesses to the local industrial park.  
 

 
TABLE 2-2: Population by Gender 

     U.S. Bureau of the Census     
 

POPULATION:  By Gender 

  
Total 

Population 

 
Female Population 

  
Male Population 

Location 2000 2010 2000 % 2010 % 2000 % 2010 % 

Malad 2,158 2,095 1,120 51.9 1,060 50.6 1,038 48.1 1,035 49.4 

Oneida County 4,125 4,286 2,031 49.2 2,095 48.9 2,094 50.8 2,191 51.1 
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There is almost the same number of males as females in the city of Malad with a slightly higher percentage 
of females. This difference is consistent over time. 

 
TABLE 2-3: Population by Decade 

 

POPULATION:   Changes By Decade  

Location 
2010 2000 1990 1980 1970 

# % # % Inc. # % Inc. # % Inc. # % Inc. 
Malad 2,095 -2.9 2,158 10 1,960 2.34 1,915 3.6 1,848  

Oneida County 4,286 3.9 4,125 18.3 3,486 6.86 3,262 16.3 2,803  

 Idaho; Community Profiles, community.idaho.gov/profiles 
 
 

TABLE 2-4: Population by Race 
 

POPULATION:   By Race 

  
Total 

Population 

 
White 

 
Hispanic 

American 
Indian 

 
Asian 

 
Black 

Location 2010 2000 2010 2000 2010 2000 2010 2000 2010 2000 2010 2000 

Malad 2,095 2,158 2,021 2,115 61 40 1 8 0 5 0 3 
Oneida 
County 4,286 4,125 4,144 4,022 126 95 45 17 30 15 12 6 

U.S. Census Bureau 
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TABLE 2-5: Population by Age 
 

POPULATION:  Youngest, Oldest & Median  

 
 

 
Total 

Population 

 
65+ Population 

 
Population Under 5 yrs. 

 
Median Age 

Location 2010 2000 2010 % 2000 % 2010 % 2000 % 2010 2000 

Oneida County 4,286 4,125 714 16.7 655 15.9 327 7.6 304 7.4 39.1 36 

**Malad 2,095 2,158 376 17.9 441 20.4 164 7.8 159 7.4 38.2 37.8 

** Oneida County population numbers include Malad’s population                              U.S. Bureau of the Census 
 

 
TABLE 2-6: Population by Social Characteristics 
 

 # Households 
w/ Individuals 
under age 18 

 
# Female Households 
(no husband present) 

Location 2010 2000 2010 % 2000 % 

Malad 568 273 63 8.0 50 6.3 

Oneida County 562 580 95 6.1 65 4.5 

   U.S. Bureau of the Census 
 
Planning for sustainability is the defining challenge of the twenty-first century. The comprehensive plan has an 
important role in meeting challenges such as resources depletion, climate instability and economic and social 
disparities. There are no easy paths to addressing these and other comprehensive planning concerns of this 
century. The ultimate aim is to develop solutions that work for individual communities as they develop 
solutions for their particular circumstances.  
 
When we take a look at the characteristics of our city’s population, age, sex and income we start to develop the 
tools we need to understand our community. We are better able to look at our challenges as well as our assets.  
 
When planning for growth in the city and county, it is important to review all segments of the population.  The 
age group 0 -5, is an  
important group when calculating the growth rate. This age group is important to area schools and in planning 
the future development of new schools. Since we know we have seen an increase of school age children and 
new families to the school system in years from 2011-2015 we know it is important to maintain transportation 
for school facilities. This information also tells us it is important to maintain community recreational 
opportunities. 
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The pressure for city services to individual households changes depending on how many people live in a home.  
The age of the population, in turn, influences the household size and the need for certain services.  Smaller 
household sizes, indicative of large percentages of retired and elderly residents tend to increase the demand for 
housing and medical/emergency services and decrease the pressure on schools and utilities. The average family 
size in the City of Malad is 3.21.  
 
It is important to include the special needs of the elderly population in order to accommodate their specific 
needs, especially in the planning and development of new services and programs.  Some of the considerations 
are transportation, affordable housing, senior citizen centers, medical services, etc. The percentage of elderly in 
Malad is higher at 17.9% compared to Oneida County at 16.7%. The proportion of Idahoans over 60 is growing 
more rapidly than any other age group. According the US Census in 2012 the State of Idaho has 17% of its 
population in the 60 + category and 19% by 2020. With these statistics in mind Malad who has a population of 
18 percent of the population falling into the category of 65+ is certainly in line with the rest of the nation. See 
Table 2-5. 
 
The median age of the population in Malad is 32.8, which is slightly younger that the median age for Oneida 
County at 39.1. Table 2-5.  The median age in the state of Idaho is 34.6. 
 
Malad is the only city in Oneida County. Many county residents rely on the city to provide them with services. 
The county seat is in the city and most offices both federal and state, that serve the area, are located in the City 
of Malad. 
 
Oneida County’s population consists of 4,144 white residents, approximately 97% of the total population, while 
Malad’s white population consists of 2,021 residents, or 96% of Malad’s total population.  Hispanics, American 
Indians Asians and Blacks account for approximately 3% in the county and 4% in Malad of the total population.  
There are 126 Hispanic residents in the county and 61 in the City of Malad.  (Total population and percentages 
may not total because Hispanic origin may be of any race, according to the Census Bureau definition.) Table 2-
4. 
 

Population Projections 

    

Location 2010 2000 2015 2020 

Malad 2,158 2,095 2047 2000 

Oneida County 4,286 4,286 4,150 4,000 
   
The population projection above is based on census data only. The population projection below incorporates the 
information provided by the school system. 
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Population Projections 

Location 2010 2000 2015 2020 

Malad 2,095 2,158 2047 2087 

Oneida County 4,286 4,125 4,150 4,190 
 
The population projection above is based on a method considered by many planners to be more accurate than 
the census. That is, the indicators present in the public school system. In the public school system serving the 
City of Malad the student population has increased in the last 2 to 4 years and this includes new families 
moving to town. According to the Malad High School student counselor reports that several new families have 
moved in just during 2015.  
 

 
Many new homes have been constructed in and around the City of Malad. The City annexed and added a new 
neighborhood adding additional options and variety for home owners in the City. Oneida County saw 16 new 
homes build in 2015. 

 
City of Malad  

Income 

2014 Households Families 
Married-couple 

families 
Nonfamily  
households 

Median Income 39,750 48,929 55,227 21,900 
Mean Income 47,092 55,230 Not available 27,681 

 
Median income is the amount that divides the income distribution into two equal groups, half having income 
above that amount, and half having income below that amount. Mean income (average) is the amount obtained 
by dividing the total aggregate income of a group by the number of units in that group. 
 
   

New Construction 2015 

Location New 
Homes Building Permits 

Malad 2 17 

Oneida County 16 60 
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Chapter Three: Land Use 
The Land Use element of the comprehensive plan describes existing land uses and the future land uses for the 
city. The analysis of existing land uses provides a basis for developing the comprehensive plan.  This is 
particularly significant in the urban and fringe areas of cities areas of cities where pressure for development is 
greatest.  It is also significant in the agricultural areas where agriculture versus urbanization becomes pertinent. 
 
The Comprehensive plan map identifies the current goals for a future mix of land uses that will realize the 
community’s goals.  
 
Generalized land use recommendations as set forth in this plan, emphasize the importance of flexible land use 
planning and cooperative planning among the various jurisdictions and agencies in the Malad area. 
 
The City maintains an area of impact with Oneida County. Pursuant to Idaho Code Section 67-6526 Areas of 
City Impact –an area of city impact should consider such factors as Trade areas, Geographic factors, and Areas 
that can reasonably be expected to be annexed to the city in the future. The current area of impact is ¼ mile 
around the city limits.  
     
The following goals are designed to maintain the home town atmosphere which is vitally important to the 
residents of the City while also allowing for the growth needed to allow a healthy economy to grow. 
 
 
Goal 1:   Protect the quality of existing residential neighborhoods and ensure new residential development is 
sustainable. Provide a variety of housing opportunities to meet the needs of all Malad residents. 

 
 
Objective: 
 
 Encourage and plan for the development 

of cohesive neighborhood units that 
incorporate a variety of housing densities 
and styles. 
 

 New developments are funded by the 
developers and do not create a financial 
strain upon the current citizens of the city 
of Malad to pay for additional utilities 
required by the development. 
 

 
Strategy: 
 
 Require that new developments show sensitivity to 

surrounding areas through the appropriate use of 
building placement, landscaping, parking and 
traffic circulation. 
 

 Protect the quality of existing neighborhoods to 
ensure that their character and quality is preserved. 
 

 Negotiate with developers insure that provisions 
are made that require the developer to incur all 
costs of extending water sewer lines that would be 
necessary for such development. Other utilities 
may apply. 
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Goal 2:   Preserve Malad’s high-quality of life, and strengthen the character as a family-oriented place, with 
small town character.  
 
 
Objective: 
 
 Support mixed used in the City core to 

provide a vibrant community center. 
 

 
Strategy: 
 
 Maintain economic viability by zoning for 

commercial use in established city centers only. 
 

 Encourage infill development of vacant or 
underutilized land to create greater densities in the 
core of the City and consider density bonuses* as a 
means to bring about these increased densities. 

 
 
* Density bonuses are a zoning tool that that permits 
developers to build more housing units, taller buildings, or 
more floor space than normally allowed, in exchange for 
provision of a defined public benefit, such as a specified 
number or percentage of affordable units, a walking path or 
conservation element that is added to the project and 
included in the development. 
 
 

 
 
Goal 3: Preserve key and natural open spaces, maintain and enhance existing park spaces.  
 
 
Objective: 
 
 Identify Key areas that can be preserved 

and protected 

 
Strategy: 
 
 Create open space areas of significance with other 

areas of jurisdiction. 
 

 Identify significant existing open space areas and 
maintain and protect them during times of change. 
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Goal 4:   Encourage and support well planned industrial, business parks, and other development to insure the 
City’s economic wellbeing. 
 
 
Objective: 
 
 Establish areas sufficient in size and 

scope for heavier type manufacturing and 
light industrial uses and locate them so 
they are protected from the intrusion of 
residential development by employment 
of transitional uses and other buffering 
and berming strategies. 

 
Strategy: 
 
 Review and evaluate applications for industrial 

developments to ensure conformance with health, 
safety and environmental standards. 
 

 Provide adequate space for industrial users so they 
may benefit from economies of scale and a 
proximity to one another. 

 
 Locate industrial areas within proximity to major 

utility, road and rail transportation, and service 
facilities. Water pressure and water supply in the 
industrial areas should be adequate for fire 
protection. 

 
 Ensure the placement of green or natural vegetation 

buffers between industrial and residential uses to 
protect industrial operations from residential 
encroachment. 

 
 Ensure that new developments meet sustainability 

standards with regards to local energy generation 
and usage, waste production and management, and 
work towards attaining a carbon neutral footprint. 
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Existing Conditions 
 
Malad has a total of about 1.75 square miles. The majority of the city consists of residential neighborhoods with 
the remainder divided between industrial and commercial and parks. There are two industrial areas with a good 
sized industrial park on the south end of town and a small industrial area on the North West part of town which 
is surrounded by residential neighborhood blocks. This is not problematic as the odors are not offensive and the 
truck traffic is minimal. The commercial areas for the city are mainly in the downtown area with some near the 
fairgrounds. 
 
Most of the commercial area is concentrated in the downtown area. 
 
The city has a spacious park with a sandy outdoor volleyball court, covered shelter and play equipment. The 
large park also sports a nice stage.  Another great feature is a winding walking path that weaves around the park 
and provides opportunities year round for walkers and bikers both young and not so young to enjoy being 
outside. 
 
There is an active Chamber of Commerce and a variety of church groups and other groups that work to keep the 
community active and engaged. 
 
Malad is lucky. While many small communities lose their youth to the excitement of cities, Malad has youth 
that want to stay. The community leaders and citizens work to find ways to help create jobs and opportunities 
for people to stay and raise their families in this lovely community. Many of the existing businesses and 
industries are owned by families that have been here for multiple generations. 
 
The City has a view of the surrounding valley and mountains that is available from almost every part of the city. 
These breathtaking vistas can be preserved whenever possible by making land use decisions that preserve open 
space for future generations. 
 
Malad has an elementary school, middle school and high school. 
 
The City has a City Hall, Library, a Hospital, Clinic, number of churches, water and wastewater facilities, 
police and fire facilities. 
 
There are some undeveloped lands in the City limits. These lands are located in the southern end of the city 
north of the industrial area. These lands will allow the city additional growth opportunities. 
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Comprehensive Plan Map 
 
The comprehensive plan map is a future land use map that is a guide to help the City grow to meet its hopes and 
dreams for the future. It is a graphic illustration of the community’s future land uses. The Map shows what land 
uses the community would like to see in the City in the future, and where those land uses should take place. 
This Comprehensive Plan Map is a guide for City staff and officials to follow as they are evaluating 
development proposals or revisions to City policy. It should be noted, the Comprehensive Plan Map represents a 
snap shot in time and therefore should be considered a work in progress. 
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Chapter Four: Transportation 
 
Goal 1: Promote and Encourage Multimodal Transportation Options 
 
Objectives: 
 
 Many of the elderly citizens 

expressed a need for transit to 
larger cities for medical 
appointments and other needs. 
 

 A local transportation system 
that is connected to all modes 
of the regional transportation 
system.  

 
 
 
 

 

Strategies:  
 
 Continue to support the inter-city transit to Salt Lake, Logan 

and Pocatello. 
 

o Maintain relationships with major carriers. 
 

o Continue to provide the stops needed to support these 
organizations. 

 
o Work with Pocatello Regional Transit to maintain this 

important connection. 
 

 Encourage car-pooling and bus service with Share The Ride 
Idaho. 

o Accommodate the transportation needs of the 
elderly, low income and persons with disabilities. 

 
o Coordinate with other agencies involved in traffic 

circulation. This can include the Disabled American 
Veterans Volunteer Driver Network. 

 
 
Goal 2: Develop Bypass Truck Routes 
 
 
Objectives: 
 
 Creation of a second exit from the 

industrial park in the event of a 
safety concern. 
 

 Provide another route for heavy 
trucks traveling from the north end 
of town.  
 

 Lower noise for residents on Main 
Street.  

 
Strategies: 
 
 Make improvements to 100 west to allow this to be 

utilized as a second exit if needed.  
    
 Work with the District Five Transportation Department to 

make a long range plan for a truck route that will 
circumvent Main Street. 
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Goal 3:  Maintain Continued Safe Access onto Interstate 15 
 
Objectives: 
  Provides the industrial businesses 

easy and safe in and out shipping 
access. 
 

  By maintaining these accesses not 
only will the industrial businesses 
be served but the downtown district 
will also be served.  

Strategy: 
 Work with the Idaho Transportation Department to insure 

continued attention to these important on and off ramps. 
 

 
     
 

 
 
The ease with which people can carry out the movement of goods and themselves from place to place is import 
to the City of Malad.  The transportation system serves an area heavily dependent on automobiles and trucks.  
The form of our community, the design of individual subdivisions and the ability to travel to places of residence 
all revolve around a network of roads and highways. 
 
The comprehensive plan not only addresses the movement of cars and trucks, but also alternative modes of 
transportation, such as pedestrian, bicycle and public transit.   
 
Transportation interacts with other public facilities and services.  Transportation concerns within the 
comprehensive plan also influence utility providers.  Utility lines often run beneath or along streets and 
highways, linking their maintenance and improvements with the transportation system. 
 
Malad citizens have expressed the following opinions: heavy truck traffic damages local roads and creates some 
noise, City sidewalk maintenance has improved disabled access and access to festivals and the elderly citizens 
enjoy the use of the inter-city transit to Salt Lake, Logan and Pocatello. 
 
The need for coordination in transportation planning will ensure that a safe, efficient transportation system is 
available to individual communities.  Discussions among agencies will also help ensure that the components of 
the plan – transportation, land use, public facilities, utilities and others – effectively support one another. 
 
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) classifies roadways as: interstate, arterials, collectors, and local 
streets.  Function determines the difference in the road classifications.   
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Existing Conditions 
 
Interstate:  An interstate, I-15, provides movement between different cities and between important centers of 
activity including Bannock and Main streets in downtown Malad. In the Malad urban area Interstate 15 provides 
access to the region. The  maintenance of the on and off ramps provides the industrial businesses easy and safe 
in and out shipping access. 
 
Arterial Streets: Arterial streets serve through-traffic between important centers of activity in the downtown 
area. 
 
Collector Streets: Collector streets serve to gather and funnel traffic from local streets to arterial streets.  They 
include medium traffic volume streets, which collect traffic from local roadways and distribute traffic to other 
arterials. They accommodate two lanes of traffic and parking is discouraged.  The majority of the collector 
streets in Malad have 60 foot-rights of-way. 
 
Local Streets: Local streets serve residential developments and provide local access.  They provide direct 
access to adjacent residential areas and provide local traffic movement.  The roadways are generally two lanes 
with parking and a right-of-way width of about 56 feet.  Through traffic is discouraged. Building setbacks are 
30 feet from the street property. 
 
Airport: There is a local small engine airport in the city of Malad. The Idaho Department of Transportation has 
a lighting upgrade project for this airport on their current five year plan. 
 
School District 351# offers the residents of Malad, and the surrounding area, bus service for children in the 
school system from kindergarten through grade twelve.   
 
The Pocatello Regional Transit operates 
services to rural portions of Southeast Idaho, 
which encompasses a six-county region.   
 
The Pocatello Regional Transit Bus service 
is also available for senior citizens and 
individuals with a need for door to door 
services.  
 
The Union Pacific Railroad serves Malad’s 
industry, but provides no passenger service.   
 
Interstate 15 provides excellent access to 
state and regional networks 
 
The majority of the streets in Malad are local streets, which connect the residential area to each other and to the 
arterials and connectors within the city limits.  Malad is known for its unusually wide streets, which have a 90-
foot plus right-of-way throughout most of the city, particularly in the older areas.   
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Future development must include an integrated system of streets and pedestrian facilities. The roadways in new 
developments in Malad meet minimum, uniform standards set by local planning boards. These standards 
include concrete, fog seal, aggregate and subgrade limits. Standards for rights-of-way, roadway width, design 
speed and maximum grades are also in place. 
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Chapter Five: Housing 
 
Goal 1:  Promote the development of an adequate supply of safe, affordable housing that meets the needs of 
current and future city residents and provides for diversity in type, density and location of housing.  
  
 
Objectives: 
 
 Continue to provide a choice of 

housing styles and types in 
Malad. 
 

 Housing development and 
construction shall be 
environmentally sensitive and 
shall employ recognized 
building and development 
standards and codes. 

 
 Adequate affordable housing 

and homeownership 
opportunities will be offered in 
an open housing market free 
from discrimination on the 
basis of race, religion, sex, 
marital status, color, national 
origin, or mental or physical 
handicap. 

 

 
Strategies: 
 
 Allow a wide range of housing types within the City, such as 

single-family, multi-family, manufactured, mobile, etc. in a 
variety of locations throughout the community. 

 
o Allow choices between ownership and rental units. 

 
o Encourage senior housing in locations close to 

services. 
 

o Encourage innovative site development techniques 
and a mix of dwelling types to meet the range of 
housing demand. 

 
 Support variety of housing and the maintenance and 

enhancement of existing housing through city enforcement of 
health, fire, zoning and code enforcement regulations. 

 
o Infill random vacant lots in substantially developed 

areas at densities similar to surrounding development. 
 

o Construction shall minimize land disturbance, loss of 
vegetal cover, exposure of open land other adverse 
effects on the environments, local and regional. 

 
o Set and enforce standards for subdivisions and existing 

residential areas, such as tree planting, street design, 
sidewalks, water, and sewer services. 

 
 Malad’s neighborhoods shall be protected from large impact 

non-residential uses, such as: commercial and industrial land 
uses, whenever possible.  Need exists for the amenities that 
ensure cohesive neighborhoods in which residents can take 
pride.  Problems of elderly and limited income families, as 
well as the more affluent, must be addressed. 
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 Support financial aid programs for housing rehabilitation.   
 

o Existing housing stock should be conserved and 
rehabilitated when necessary. 

 
o The public shall be made aware of local, State, and 

Federal programs for purchasing or development. 
 

o Adopt standards for accessibility in new construction. 

 
 
Goal 2:  Encourage logical and orderly residential development.  
 
 
Objectives: 
 
 Ensure that development 

proceeds in a logical and orderly 
manner so that public services are 
provided in a cost efficient 
manner. 

 
Strategies: 
 
 Manage the timing of utility extensions. 

 
 Discourage leapfrog development. 

 
 Encourage infill housing development to reduce urban 

sprawl. 

 
 
The housing element of the Comprehensive plan takes a look at the housing conditions of the City and needs.  It 
helps plan for improving housing standards and plans for the provision of safe, sanitary and adequate housing 
including the provision for low-cost housing.  
 
Housing needs vary by income level, age and family size.  Other factors such as distance from employment, 
access to shopping centers and personal preferences complicate the housing market.  It is also affected by the 
local and national economy. 
 
In our community residential land use is the largest land use type in the planning area.  According to the U.S. 
Census Bureau, there were 1,030 housing units in Malad.  The majority of the units – 860 are occupied; 689 are 
lived in by the owners and 152 of the households are occupied by renters. 
 
Approximately one third of the housing units in Malad were built between 1970 and 2009, one third was built 
between 1940 and 1969 and one third was built in 1939 and before. 
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As the local economy expands, new jobs will be created and likewise an increase in the demand for housing will 
also increase in the Malad area.  Continued construction of single-family homes and multi-family units will 
offset a majority of the expected housing demand.  Mobile homes, manufactured homes, and affordable housing 
provide alternatives to conventional home ownership. 
 
The median household income in the City of Malad is $39,750 which is less than Oneida at $48,929 and the 
State of Idaho at $47,861.  The average income in Malad is $47,092.   
 
Rehabilitation of existing dwellings in older neighborhoods is key to meeting the needs of low-to-moderate 
income residents.  Sub-standard housing should be upgraded to meet the minimum requirements of the Uniform 
Housing Code.  Aided by state and federal subsidies, local programs could be established through the joint 
efforts of local government, civic groups and the community.  Subsidized housing demand is expected to 
increase for minority, elderly and low-to-moderate income groups since wages usually do not keep pace with 
increasing prices of real estate. 
 

 
TABLE 5-1: Households below Poverty Level 

 

POPULATION:  Poverty Status 

 
 

 
Total 

Population 

 
# Families 

# Married Couple 
Families 

Below Poverty Level 

# Female Household No 
Husband Present 

Below Poverty Level 
Location 2014 2009 2014 2009 2014 % 2009 % 2014 % 2009 % 
Malad 2,189 2,130 592 630 508 7.5 536 9.3 60 41.7 47 74.5 
Oneida 
County 4,241 4,221 1,239 1,147 1,029 9.6 983 7.4 124 24.2 86 53.5 

    U.S. Bureau of the Census/American Fact Finder 
   *15.4% of individuals in Malad City are below poverty level. 

 
TABLE 5-2: Housing by Year Built  

 
Year Structure Built Malad Oneida County 

2000 to 2009 57 289 
1990 to 1999 98 296 
1980 to 1989 65 177 
1970 to 1979 151 247 
1960 to 1969 34 44 
1950 to 1959 88 145 
1940 or 1949 140 190 

1939 or earlier 397 541 
Total Units 1030 1929 

 U.S. Bureau of the Census 
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TABLE 5-3: Housing Construction 
 

 City Data      
 

TABLE 5-4: Housing by Vacancies and Value 
 

HOUSING:  Tenure of Units, Vacancies & Value 
 
 

2014 
American Community Survey (ACS) 

2010 
U.S. Bureau of the Census 

Malad Oneida Co Malad Oneida Co. 
 # % # % # % # % 
Total Units 1030  1,929  893  1,894  
Occupied Units 860 83.5 1,657 85.9 786 88.0 1,556 82.2 

Owner Occupied 689 80.1 1,386 83.6 611 77.7 1,264 81.2 
Renter Occupied 171 19.9 271 16.4 175 22.3 292 18.8 

Vacant Units 170 16.5 272 14.1 107 12.0 338 17.8 
Value of Owner Occupied 
Housing 

120,100  130,600  115,000  120,400  

Median Monthly Rent 543  529  530  525  
                         
Zoning regulations should provide areas for smaller lots and lower cost housing units.  Mobile homes, 
manufactured homes, multi-unit housing and subsidized housing are also alternatives to conventional housing 
and should be provided for in residential zoning.  
 
A majority of the housing in Malad consists of single-family 
dwelling units in excellent to good condition.  Vacant units may 
need assistance to make improvements and provide adequate 
affordable housing for starter homes. The local school reports 
new families and new students are enrolling every year. A variety 
of housing options is important to safely meet the housing of 
young families at various income levels. 
 
Malad’s neighborhoods must be protected from large impact non-
residential uses, such as: commercial and industrial land uses, 
whenever possible.  Need exists for the amenities that ensure 
cohesive neighborhoods in which residents can take pride.  
Another need is for a variety of housing types such as: apartments, mobile homes, manufactured housing and 
single-family units.   
 

New Construction 2015 
Location New Homes Building Permits 
Malad 2 17 
Oneida County 16 60 
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Chapter Six: Community Design 
 
Goal 1:  Strengthen the image of the City through good community and urban design principles.  
 
Objectives: 
 
  Foster good community design 

concepts 
 
 
 
 

Strategies: 
 
 Promote the use of design standards for commercial and 

residential structures. 
 

 Adopt design standards. 
 
 Private and public facilities should be accessible to those 

with disabilities. 
 

 Avoid the creation of buildings that look strange or out 
of place relative to its location. 

 
 Require off street parking to be paved for purpose of 

reducing dust, enhancing air quality, and reducing weed 
growth. 

 
 

 
 
Goal 2:  Draw upon the history and natural environment of the City to guide future development and preserve 
its character. 
 
Objectives: 
 
 Capitalize upon natural assets that 

contribute to the beauty and character 
of Malad. 

 
 
 

Strategies: 
 
 Ensure watershed preservation 
 
 Ensure vacated or abandoned rail or trail rights-of-way 

are considered for pathway adoption 
 

 Preserve and protect vistas, viewpoints and other 
elements that frame Malad’s sense of place. 
 

 Require standardized decorative street lighting along 
arterials and commercial frontages 

 
 Continue to work on actualizing the Malad City Park 

Master Plan 
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A community’s design provides its residents with a source of pride and attachment. Maintaining and enhancing 
the livability of the community relies on conserving the area’s natural and historic features, protecting its scenic 
vistas, maintaining entrance corridors and ongoing efforts to upgrade unique areas of the City. 
 
Community design is a term that is used to describe the image and character of a city’s natural and developed 
environment.  It deals with the visual qualities of the city as a whole as well as its relationship to the 
surrounding countryside, and the relationship among its parts to major transportation corridors and to principal 
focal points.  Malad has beautiful vistas and viewpoints throughout the city and preserving these should be an 
important part of assisting growth and change to occur and a manner that preserves and enhances the features of 
the City. 
 
Malad’s business district is located in the center of town, which is well defined along North Main Street.  
Currently, the business district contains many fabulous older buildings which preserve the history and define the 
personality of the community. Flower boxes, curbing and sidewalks are maintained to help keep the area 
attractive and inviting. The area is accessible and well maintained.  
 
The industrial area in Malad is located 
along South Main, and is removed 
from the concentration of business and 
housing in the city.  A small industrial 
site is located on the North West part 
of town which is surrounded by 
residential neighborhood blocks. This 
is not problematic as the odors are not 
offensive and the truck traffic is 
minimal.  
 
All neighborhoods and districts in 
Malad should be encouraged to 
develop in a manner that expresses 
concern and appreciation for the 
aesthetic qualities of the physical 
environment while allowing each 
neighborhood and district to be 
recognized as an individual entity. 
 
The objective in designing communities for rural areas is to establish residential areas adjacent to main service 
centers, thereby providing easy access to necessary goods and services.  Neighborhoods should be encouraged 
to develop in a manner that expresses concern and appreciation for the aesthetic quality of the physical 
environment while retaining their unique characteristics. 
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Chapter Seven:  School Facilities and Transportation 
 
Goal 1: Promote the concept of the neighborhood school with schools located and designed to function as focal 
points in times of disaster and in times of celebration. 
 
 
Objective: 
 
 Develop new schools on sites where 

school facilities will be best utilized 
for family and community activity. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Strategies: 
 
 Ensure residential developments have features that 

provide safe access to schools. 
 

 Site schools to be accessible via local streets and/or micro 
paths. 
 

 Coordinate school sites with open space and trail systems. 
 

     
 
 
Goal 2: Ensure school facilities provide safe harbor for students, teachers, other employees and the public. 
 
 
Objectives: 
 
 Utilize schools as a center of the 

community in times of need. 
 

 Minimize crime activity on school 
property. 
 
 
 
 

 
Strategies: 
 
 Coordinate with school administrators to use school      

facilities as temporary shelters and aid distribution 
centers, in the event of a disaster or emergency. 
 

 Consider cameras and other surveillance as needed. 
 

 Include school property in local law enforcement routine 
rounds. 
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Goal 3: Provide safe and convenient access to schools. 
 
 
Objective: 
 
 Make travel to school safe and efficient 

for students, teachers and parents. 
 

o Siting the location of schools 
will consider access by foot, 
bike and by automobile. 

 
 
 

 
Strategies: 
 
 Consider access when developing school sites.  

 
 Establish safe bicycle and pedestrian routes to school 

sites. 
 

 Establish subdivision location criteria that encourage 
walking or other means of transportation to school. 
  

 
The City of Malad has four schools, a high school, an alternative high school, a middle school and a grade 
school. In 2016 there were a total of 935 students enrolled in the schools inside the Malad City limits. There is 
another grade school in the school district in the Community of Stone. These students are bussed into the City 
when they are ready to attend middle school. 
 
When new development and subdivisions are reviewed, it is important to consider the impact on area schools.  
Questions to consider when reviewing new school development are: 
 

 Where is the best location for the new school to accommodate the most students? 
 Will the city’s infrastructure (streets, sewer, and water) accommodate the school? 
 Is the school located in an area of natural future growth? 
 Will a majority of the students have to be bussed? 
 Is the area currently developed? 
 Are there any special considerations for constructing in this location? 
 Should new developments include pathways to help students get to school safely? 

 
The Malad Joint School District #351 serves the City of Malad and the students living in Oneida County. 
 
The Malad school system sports a charter technical school that is associated jointly with West Side High School 
and Preston High School. Students may belong to the charter school, SEITec and incorporate the classes into 
their classes at Malad High School. In 2017 a virtual school (through Malad High School) called Idaho Home 
Learning Academy was brought online.  
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TABLE 7-1: Assessment of School District #351 Facilities 
 

School Year Built Condition 
Malad Senior High 1981 Very Good 

Malad Middle School 1997 Excellent 
Malad Elementary 1952 Marginal 

Oneida Alternative High S 1928 Marginal 
 
School enrollment is growing. The census numbers in Table 7.4 indicate a steady growth in students from 2009 
through 2014 with an increase in students of approximately 30% in that period.  The table below, 7-2, shows 
current enrollment for the four schools inside the city of Malad at 935. This is larger than the 2014 census 
numbers. Student enrollment is a sign of a growing community. The school district reports not just new 
additions to families but new families that have moved to the area. Total student population for the entire school 
district is just under 1,000. 
 

TABLE 7–2:  Malad School District #351 
 

School Address Grades Enrollment  
2015-2016 

Malad High School 181 Jenkins Ave 9 – 12 279 
Malad Middle School 175 Jenkins Ave 6 – 8 215 

Malad Elementary School 400 N 250 W k – 5 422 
Alternative School  

Oneida High School 
400 N 250 W 9-12 12 

Source: School District 351 
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TABLE 7-3: Higher Education 
 

Higher Education 
School Population 18-24 

Years 
Population 25-34 

Years 
Population 35-44 

Years 
Population 45-64 

Years 
Population 65 

and over 
Malad 

Population 137 315 177 478 462 
High School 
Graduate or 

Higher 

94.1% 97.5% 99.4% 94.1% 87.7% 

Bachelor’s 
Degree or 

Higher 

5.8% 4.4% 5.6% 9.4% 25.1% 

Oneida County 
Population 270 441 448 1,115 790 

High School 
Graduate or 

Higher 

76% 90.9% 99.8% 95.1% 91.3% 

Bachelor’s 
Degree or 

Higher 

3.0% 7.0% 6.0% 11.0% 21.9% 

U.S. Bureau of the Census 
 
Today almost everyone that goes to school in the City of Malad graduates from high school. The high school 
totals include high school equivalency so if someone drops out of school and later receives a General Education 
Diploma that is included in the high school total. As people age they become more educated. This chart, 7-3, 
shows us that the percentage of people with bachelor degrees or higher climbs steadily until past the age of 65. 
Over twenty five percent of the 65 and over group has a Bachelor degree or higher. The Top age group also has 
the most people who did not finish high school. This is probably a statement about the time period in which 
these folks came of age. This category covers a huge age group and not everyone had the opportunity to go to 
school in the 1940’s, 1950’s and 1960’s. Many people left school before eighth grade to help families make 
ends meet and this was considered normal practice in those difficult times.  
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Table 7-4: School Enrollment 
 

Enrollment 
 

School Year 
Malad 

Elementary 
Malad 
Middle 
School 

Malad 
Alternative 

School 

Malad 
High 

School 
2017     
2016     
2015     
2014 159 111  136 
2013 202 97  148 
2012 163 84  106 
2011 161 108  112 
2010 206 189  182 
2009 184 148  106 

   U.S. Bureau of the Census 
 
These Census numbers in table 7-4 are interesting but do not coincide with School District data or with other 
census data. Table 7-2 shows the school year 2015-2016 is 935 for elementary middle and high school 
combined. The data in 7-4 shows lower enrollment than we know to be true and does not show the steady 
increase in enrollment that we have observed in other data. We offer this data for its potential value and interest 
but recommend decisions involving enrollment be made with school district information offered in other tables. 
 
The Malad High School participates in the Chrome book Project. This project teaches 21st century skills of 
critical thinking, collaboration, communication and creativity. Malad middle school offers football, volleyball 
and wrestling. The Malad Elementary school focuses on a culture of kindness. In 2016 Rachelle’s Challenge 
was used to create a “chain of kindness.”  
 
Continuing Education classes for adults are available through on-line courses offered by Idaho State University.  
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Chapter Eight:  Public Services, Facilities and Utilities 
 
Goal 1:  Plan and develop an efficient use of public facilities and services to serve as a framework for urban 
development. 
 
 
Objectives: 
 
 Develop according to the 

Comprehensive Plan for the City 
of Malad. 
 

 Residents shall have adequate 
water, sewer, police, fire 
protection, waste water system, 
and emergency services 

 
 Annexations shall be carefully 

considered with regard to 
availability of services and 
facilities. 

 

 
Strategies: 
 
 Create, implement and comply with the city’s 

Comprehensive Plan. 
 

 All utilities should be located underground when possible 
 

 Review the comprehensive plan periodically for the 
planning and zoning commission and the city council. 
 

 Development plans should be coordinated with public 
utilities such as fire and police protection; Oneida School 
District; water and sewer departments for capabilities, and 
should comply with the goals and objectives of the Malad 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 

 Maintain effective police, fire and emergency medical 
service departments by training fire department emergency 
medical service personnel, improvement of fire-fighting 
equipment to reduce the fire rating, and increase emergency 
medical services in the Malad area. 

 
 Ensure that an adequate water supply will be available for 

fire protection 
 

 Upgrade sewer and water lines, curbs, gutters and 
sidewalks; widen streets and address other infrastructure 
needs as required. 

 
 Provide adequate land areas sufficient to meet anticipated 

needs for preservation of open space areas and significant 
natural features; infilling of unused or underdeveloped land; 
preservation of resource lands, including prime agricultural 
land.  
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GOAL 2:  Plan and develop an efficient use of public facilities and services to serve as a framework for urban 
development 
 
 
Objectives: 
 
 Cost of new development will 

not increase tax burden to city 
residents. 

 
Strategies: 
 
 Consider areas for annexation when the city determines it is 

advantageous or desirable to annex the property. 
 

 Ensure that the cost of wastewater treatment, storm drain, 
flood control, and other infrastructure improvements are 
borne by those who benefit. 

 
 The cost of extending city services should be borne by 

developers. 

 
In this chapter we present information on Malad’s facilities and services and utilities that meet the immediate 
needs of the public at large, and likely would not be provided by individual residents. The provision, location, 
and efficiency of public facilities contribute to quality of life and development in the City planning area. Public 
facilities discussed in this chapter include water and sewer services, fire and safety protection, health services, 
and privately operated utilities (such as electricity, natural gas, telephone, and cable television, and internet 
access.). Highways, schools, and parks are also considered public facilities and are discussed elsewhere in this 
document. Public services are the lifeblood of a community; as the community grows, the services must be able 
to grow with it. Public services for easier consideration are broken into two categories: public utilities and 
public facilities. 
 
Public utilities consist of those services that are necessary for the community to function, such as: water, 
sanitary and storm, sewers, power transmissions and solid waste disposal. Public facilities are services that 
provide for the wellbeing of the inhabitants of the community, such as: health services, police and fire 
protection, animal control, criminal justice facilities, libraries, educational systems and governmental 
management. 
 
The findings and policies of this element address general issues related to public facilities and services as well 
as issues concerning water, sewage disposal, police and fire protection, utilities and library services. 
 
Community goals emphasize the desire to maintain the high quality of utilities, which are an important 
management tool in land development. Timely scheduling of adequate public utilities and services is necessary 
to support new development and meet community demands. 
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Water System 
 
The residents of the City of Malad have enjoyed a central domestic water system for generations. The water 
distribution system is owned by the city. The city owns and operates five wells and two storage tanks, which 
provides service to over 100 commercial hookups and over 850 hookups. 
 
Wells #1 and #4 are the two used by the city on a constant basis. Wells #2 and #3 are emergency backup wells. 
Well #5 is not yet in use but will be used to water the city walking path and the extension to the City Park,  
where the ball diamonds and greenbelt are. In addition, the city has a secondary water system for the eastern 
portion of the city (it covers about 3/4ths of the city from the railroad tracks east) through the Deep Creek 
Irrigation Company for outside water use only. There are outlets provided on each property and the owners pay 
a yearly use fee. 
 
The system was updated in 2013 and is in excellent condition meeting the needs of the existing population with 
room to grow. The city water system has six inch water mains a safe way to provide water in case a well should 
go bad or be shut down and good water pressure. 
 
The improvements made in 2013 will accommodate future growth without excessive pressure losses in the 
extremities of the system. 
 
Sewage System 
 
The city is currently making significant upgrades to the wastewater system to allow for future growth. 
 
Solid Waste Disposal 
 
The removal of solid waste is provided by the city. Malad has its own truck, provides trash cans to the residents 
and utilizes the Oneida County Landfill for disposal. During spring and fall the city conducts a one week clean-
up campaign. During this week City crews make daily curbside collection of outdoor debris such as leaves and 
other bagged foliage.  
 
Fire Protection 
 
The City of Malad is the home of the new Fire station building by the Oneida County Fire District in 2012.  The 
new building has the capacity to store six to eight trucks. As with most of the Fire Districts in Southeast Idaho, 
this is a volunteer fire department. The Oneida County Sheriff’s Office dispatch is open 24 hours a day, 365 
days of the year to serve the communities in Oneida County including the City of Malad. This office will 
dispatch the fire trucks and/or ambulance in the event of an emergency.  Currently we are served by 3 full-time 
dispatchers. 
 
Police Protection and Enforcement 
 
The protection services are proved by the Oneida County Sheriff’s Department. This arrangement has been in 
place since 1972 and has worked very well. A 24 hour police presence is available to all city residents. There 
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are 25 volunteers that make up the Oneida County Sheriff’s Search and Rescue. They are dedicated and loyal 
employees and volunteers working together toward the same goal of making Malad a safer place to live and 
raise families. The force participates in a drug task force to help impact the culture of illegal drugs and they 
belong to the STAR team when SWAT is needed for tactical incidents. 
 
The City of Malad is the County seat. This makes many services convenient to the citizens of Malad.  The 
County Courthouse Sheriff’s Office is comprised of courts, department of motor vehicles, treasurer’s office, 
assessor’s office, and roads and bridges. The office has a Sheriff, two Detectives, one Sergeant, three Deputies, 
and serves civil processes.  
 
Library 
 
The Oneida County Library is located in Downtown Malad next to the City Park. Because of the generous 
donations of many, including the Redfield Foundation, we have a new children's addition.  We have a collection 
of over 26,000 items including books, magazines, reference materials, videos, DVDs, music CDs, and audio 
books.  Our library system is automated so it is easy to search our computers for titles, authors, subjects, series, 
teacher book lists, and even accelerated reading.  We also offer free internet access on our computers.  
 
Electricity 
 
Rocky Mountain Power provides electricity to the Malad area from a power substation. Electricity is available 
to all citizens of Malad. 
 
Telephone 
 
Telephone service is provided by ATC Communications and AT&T. Both land line and cell service is available. 
 
Internet Access 
 
Malad City, ID has a total of many Internet providers including  1 DSL provider, 1 Fiber provider, 3 Fixed 
Wireless provider, and 3 Satellite providers. 
 
Other Services 
 
The Malad City Cemetery is located on the south end of the city.  It has a beautiful view of the mountains and is 
easily accessed just off the old Highway 
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Chapter Nine:    Economic Development 
 
Goal 1: Develop an atmosphere to create, retain and expand business development in the city. 
 
 
Objectives: 
 
 Support retention/expansion of 

existing businesses 
 
 A diverse economy will minimize 

the impacts of cyclical economic 
downturns on the city and its 
residents. 

 
 Existing business and industries 

will have opportunities for 
expansion. 

 
 
 
 

 
Strategies: 
 
 Develop and implement an Economic Development Plan. 

 
  Partner with the Chamber of Commerce to promote 

economic development. 
 
 Tax monies shall be used effectively so that businesses are 

not burdened to provide services and facilities of new 
growth. 
 

 Recognize the importance of neighborhoods in creating 
and maintaining an attractive and desirable city living 
environment and work to balance neighborhood interests 
with business interests. 
 

 Promote the expansion of light or clean industry by 
providing programs to attract businesses to Malad. 

 
 Expand zoning classifications to include high-tech 

development. 
 
 Rely on local residents as customers and employees. 

 
 Areas for conduction of industry and commerce will be 

protected for incompatible land uses. 
 

 City shall coordinate the provision of infrastructure 
necessary to accommodate existing and new businesses. 
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Goal 2: Assist and encourage new entrepreneurs 
 
 
Objectives: 
 
 Support creation of new locally 

owned businesses 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Strategies: 

 
  Promote the use of entrepreneurial classes offered by ISU 

BYU and other resources. 
 

 Provide incentives for new businesses 
 

  Offer access to industrial park to entrepreneurs 
 

 Provide incentives for occupation of vacant commercial 
buildings 

 
          

 
 
The purpose of this economic development element, within the comprehensive plan, is to provide decision 
makers with planning goals and policies that recognize the necessity of economic development while retaining 
those attributes that make Malad a high quality community with a home town atmosphere. 
 
In judging the performance of the economic system of Malad, consistency with the environment and stability 
should be the main criteria.  This system must provide stable growth, yet diversity to acknowledge the historic 
dependency of a single industry and support the growth of additional industry. 
 
The outstanding environment and small town quality of life make Malad an attractive place to live and operate a 
business. 
 
City government should support recruitment activities for business and industry compatible with the 
environment of Malad.  The degree to which the community can finance and maintain basic public services (i.e. 
utilities, education, transportation and medical) will ultimately determine the level of economic development to 
be achieved.  There are four potential industrial development sites in or near the City of Malad. Immediate 
access to rail and interstate makes the existing industrial park attractive. Means should be explored whereby 
these services will provide an incentive for the expansion of industrial park areas and form the basis for 
promoting the employment of the residents of Malad.  
 
The sound economic condition of Malad has been largely based on the pumice industry.   Many residents 
commute to work at companies like Thiokol, and Nucor Steel. Malad is located in the western energy corridor. 
This corridor includes the Idaho National Engineering and Environmental Laboratory which is located only a 
few hours away and offers companies the ability to form technology partnerships. 
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A professional market analysis was conducted in 2008. The analysis identifies eight goals to encourage job 
creation and recapture lost retail sales for Malad City and Oneida County: 
 

1.  Increase the number of available family-wage jobs 
2.  Support retention/expansion of existing businesses 
3.  Assist and encourage new entrepreneurs 
4.  Reduce retail leakage (keep spending in town) 
5.  Fill vacant commercial buildings 
6.  Increase tourism revenues 
7.  Enhance affordable housing options 
8.  Plan for growth: zoning to facilitate job creation 

 
The City owns an industrial park with several successful businesses in operation: Hess Pumice, Creative Mines 
and NAPA Auto. The park recently expanded to the north adding nineteens acres and an additional entrance. 
This improvement has added space for several additional businesses to be added. 
 
Oneida County 
 
Labor Force 
 
Malad is located within Oneida County which is heavily dependent on agriculture and mining.  The 2007 
housing market faced severe problems that affected the production facility in the Malad Industrial Park. This 
facility mines white pumice and uses it to manufacture stone for the housing industry. The recovery is complete 
and pumice manufacturing jobs have been restored. In addition, new businesses have opened in the industrial 
park creating jobs and potential growth for the community. In the City of Malad employment increased 3 
percent between 2009 and 2014.   
 
Income  
 
In 2015 the median family income was $49,079 and the mean family income was $57,084. Per capita income 
was $19,429. 
In 2010 in median family income was $46,595 and the mean family income was $47,420. 
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TABLE 9-1: Work Commute 
 

EMPLOYMENT:  Work Commute 
 Malad Oneida County 
 2014 2009 2014 2009 

Workers, Age 16 and over 912 100% 890 100% # % # % 
Means of Transportation # % # % 1,810 100.0 1,662 100.0 

Car truck or van* 834 91.4 825 92.7 1660 91.7  81 
Public Transportation 0 0  0  0  0 

Walked 12 1.3 43 4.8 25 1.4  6.9 
Bicycle 15 1.6  0 14 .8  0 

Worked at Home 43 4.7 22 2.5 815 5.6  10.6 
Taxi, motorcycle or other 8 .9  0 7 .4  1.4 

Mean Travel Time to Work (minutes) 20.3  21  23.4  24  
Worked In Place of Residence 570 62.6 368 41.3 570 31.5  31.9 

Worked Outside Place of Residence 341 37.4 510 57.3 340 18.8  21.6 
Worked outside State of Residence 214 23.5 241 26.4 470 26  27.1 

  U.S. Bureau of the Census    
*Of the 834 Malad car, truck or van commuters in 2014, 8.7% carpooled. Of the Malad car, truck or van   
commuters in 2009, 16.1 carpooled.  For Oneida County car, truck or van commuters in 2014, 7% carpooled 
and in 2009, 14% carpooled. 
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TABLE 9-2: Employment by Industry 
 

EMPLOYMENT:  Industry 
 Malad Oneida County 
 2014 2010 2014 2010  
 # %       

Population 16 & over 1,622 100 1,766 100 3,206 100.0 3,109 100.0 

Population employed 16 and over 928 100 976 100 1,834 57.2 1,748 56.2 
Agriculture, Forestry , fishing and 

hunting, and mining 
62 6.7 92 9.4  261 14.2 323 19.1 

construction 81 8.7 55 5.6 142 7.7 67 4.0 
Manufacturing 145 15.6 151 15.5 329 17.9 251 14.9 

 
Wholesale trade 17 1.8 8 .8 17 .9 8 .5 

Retail Trade 147 15.8 164 16.8 206 11.2 284 16.8 
Transportation and warehousing, and 

utilities 
44 4.7 31 3.2 94 5.1 68 4.0 

Information 29 3.1 29 3.0 29 1.6 40 2.4 
Finance and insurance, and real estate 

and rental and leasing 
14 1.5 61 6.3 69 3.8 104 6.2 

Professional, scientific, and technical 
services, and administrative and waste 

management services 

24 2.6 31 3.2 38 2.1 94 5.6 

Educational services, and health care and 
social assistance 

191 20.6 141 14.4 372 20.3 205 12.1 

Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and 
accommodation and food services 

60 6.5 82 8.4 93 5.1 102 6.0 

Other services, except public 
administration 

48 5.2 61 6.3 48 2.6 61 3.6 

Public Administration 66 7.1 70 7.2 136 7.4 83 4.9 
 
 

Future Trends 
 

Mining and Agriculture will continue to be a major employer in the region. 
 
It is encouraged that City government, Malad Chamber of Commerce, and other organizations focus on 
recruiting and supporting new businesses and industries which are compatible with the current industry and 
economy of Malad.  It is also important to ensure those businesses and industries are compatible with the 
community and environment. 
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Chapter Ten: Parks and Recreation 
 
Goal 1: Provide for the recreational needs of the community. 
 
 
Objectives: 
 
 Malad residents will enjoy a park 

system that includes opportunities 
for walking, outdoor recreation and 
gathering 
 

 Visitors to Malad will find 
recreational opportunities, both 
commercial through the park and 
other facilities. 
 

 Malad residents will have access to 
a community center, parks and a 
belt loop. 

 
 

 
Strategies: 
 
 Develop and implement the Malad Park Master Plan, 

which will identify areas for recreation, open space and 
wildlife. 
 

 Plan for regional, multi-purpose parks, community park, a 
belt loop and “vest pocket” parks, all of which are 
handicapped accessible 
 

 As new subdivisions are developed, highways are 
expanded, or other land use changes occur, the city should 
use these opportunities to: 
 

 Provide greenways, bicycle paths and pedestrian 
walkways, which will access public parks, schools, 
commercial development, neighborhoods and places of 
employment. 
 
 

 Acquire park sites and encourage parks and open space as 
part of new developments by either donation or placing 
cash in a park fund. 
 

 Allow commercial recreational facilities in the appropriate 
zone. 

 Work with new developers to ensure their various projects 
fit in with overarching plans for green space 
 

 Pursue funding to expand walking path. Consider public 
and private sources, such as private foundations and grants, 
and public donations. 
 

 Work with new developers to ensure their work aligns with 
what the City wants to achieve. 
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An appealing, livable community requires more than an orderly pattern of development. We also need 
innovative planning of parks and creative approaches to using public lands.  The social benefits of parks are 
well-documented and easily understood. As destinations for play and recreation, they’ve long served as 
community gathering places and locales for activity and fun. Playgrounds, athletic fields, swimming pools and 
gardens within parks provide tangible benefits during residents’ leisure times. An important aspect of 
appearance is the way in which natural growth and landscaping provides a framework for man-made 
improvements.   
 
The larger impact of the community park: 
 
There are three major areas where parks are a great benefit to a community: Economic Development, helping to 
insure a healthy population and in the management of storm water. 
 
Economic Development 
 
Open spaces do not just entertain residents. The park is designed to contribute to the economic development and 
revitalization of the City. Enhancements in the public realm can cut across all sectors of a city to bring about 
economic benefit. The park creates a destination sight and a space for festivals, gatherings and sports that bring 
people to the area. These visitors first find the park and then they find the downtown area. 
 
The City of Malad has a history of using parks to help revitalize the community. The Welsh Festival brings 
many visitors to the City and makes heavy use of the park for music, events and more. 
 
Healthy Population 
 
The park is an opportunity to plan for a good health promotion for citizens of the city. City leadership 
recognizes that this is a time when obesity and other chronic health ailments increasingly afflict our children 
and adult citizens. There is an opportunity to repurpose rights of way and other plots of land so that they have 
recreational functions or allow people to be physically active. The city maintains a beautiful park with walking 
paths, play space and sports opportunities. 
 
Storm Water 
 
Green infrastructure is the practice of using nature and natural systems to control and manage storm water and 
runoff. Green infrastructure solutions can simultaneously provide both flood control and produce environmental 
and recreational benefits at significantly less costs than traditional gray infrastructure.  Approximately 25% of 
the city is park space. This is an impressive contribution to green open space. 
 
Park and planning personnel can work together to discover overlapping missions. These important relationships 
help get things done.  Parks are no longer simply places for recreation, preservation of open space and social 
gatherings. The role of parks in cities both small and large has become much greater as the impact of parks 
increasingly influences quality of life, economic development, health, and many other aspects of life.   
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The city has created a master plan for a park improvement project which will improve accessibility and create 
an aesthetically appealing recreation venue for citizens and visitors.  

 
 
The park includes ball fields, soccer fields, pickle ball courts, splash pad, and an outdoor fireplace, playground, 
walking paths, open space and other amenities.  
 
Malad Park is located between Highway 38, Bush Avenue and 1st West Street. Currently park features include 
a playground, volley ball court, bandstand, two ball fields, covered picnic tables, a walking path, horse shoe 
pits, lots of open space and public restrooms. Following the improvements the park will include additional ball 
fields, soccer fields, pickle ball courts, splash pad, outdoor fireplace, playground, walking paths, open space and 
other amenities.  

 
The Oneida County recreational swimming pool is located in downtown Malad. During summer hours the pool 
offers water aerobics, lap swimming and swimming lessons. The pool is available for reservations at all times. 
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Many recreational programs are offered throughout the year to keep youth busy. The list includes: 
 

 County Swimming Lessons                                  
 Soccer               
 Basketball                   
 Softball  
 Baseball 

   
Planning for parks, playgrounds, and open spaces should be based on conservation needs, recreation 
requirements and aesthetics of community design.  It is desirable to incorporate required open space into parks, 
and playgrounds.  Careful planning of open space enhances public health, safety and welfare. 
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Chapter Eleven: Cultural and Historic Sites 
 
Goal 1: Maintain the quality of local cultural and historic resources and sites. 
 
 
Objectives: 
 
 Historical and cultural sites and 

resources are recognized as having 
significant value. 
 

 Preserve Malad’s heritage by 
protecting its special sites and 
structures. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Strategies: 
 
 Initiate and maintain an inventory of historic, 

architectural, archaeological, ecological and scenic areas 
and sites with the City of Malad.  
 

 Develop policies for the preservation of historic areas and 
architecturally significant structures. 
 

 Plans, programs, and policies of the city shall be 
reviewed and developed 
in coordination and cooperation with the Idaho State 
Historical Society and any other interested agency or 
organization. 
 

  Increase public awareness of historic resources, 
preservation concerns and the community’s heritage. 
 

 Encourage the preservation of existing structures and 
provide economic incentives to retain and upgrade 
historic buildings. 

 
 Promote activities and events which will celebrate the 

arts and cultural heritages of the area. 
 

 Insure open space and scenic views are preserved for 
citizens and visitors. 

 
 
 
The cultural heritage of Malad is rich and interesting. Established in 1864, Malad is one of the oldest 
communities in the state of Idaho. Malad City has the oldest department store in the state of Idaho. Evans Co-op 
opened in 1865 and was operating until approximately 2015. Malad City also has the longest running weekly 
newspaper in Idaho, called "The Idaho Enterprise" which published its first issue on June 6, 1879. Malad began 
largely as a Welsh Mormon settlement whose settlers brought their Welsh traditions with them. By 1886 Malad 
City was the fastest growing village in eastern Idaho. The city was an important commercial center between Salt 
Lake and Butte, Montana. In 1906, the railroad reached Malad City, allowing travel to Salt Lake City in only a 
four-hour ride by rail. 
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Malad has a number of architecturally and historically significant buildings and sites that continue to reinforce 
the character of the city.  It is important to preserve and enhance this mixture of architectural styles and eras that 
maintain a sense of historic continuity and link with the past.   
 
Today the city has many historical sites listed in the Idaho State Historical Society. 
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Chapter Twelve: Natural Resources 
 
Goal 1:  Retain Natural Resources that contribute to the quality of life in Malad. 
 
 
Objectives: 
 
 Protect the natural beauty and habitat 

of Deep Creek 
 

 Protect agricultural land/open space 
from encroachment by other uses, and 
from erosion caused by development. 
 

 Minimize air, soil and water 
pollution. 
 

 Minimize wastewater disposal in the 
Malad area. 
 

 Consider wildlife as natural resources 
and protect wildlife habitats.  
 

 
 
  

 
Strategies: 

 
 Consult with Soil and Water Conservation District and 

Natural Resources Conservation with considering plans 
that could impact the Creek. Require soil conservation 
plans from development applicants. 
 

 Encourage future land acquisition for recreational areas 
in advance of 
urban development to meet the future open space needs 
of the community 
 

 Encourage infill over building on the edges of the City. 
 

 Formulate standards for site development to prevent air, 
soil and water. 
 

 Require vegetative land cover in new developments. 
 

 Consider other development regulations that would 
mitigate adverse impacts to land or water.    
 

 Develop open spaces to filter water to prevent pollution 
runoff into rivers or streams. 
 

 Regulate the spraying of fields in the City impact area. 
 

 Provide recycling opportunities and consider recycling 
incentives. 

 
 Encourage commercial recycling ventures. 

 
 Discourage the use of non-biodegradable materials. 

 
 Provide adequate public trash receptacles. 

 
 Identify and map the location of resources and habitats, 

encouraging private participation. 
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The purpose of this element is intended to establish a balance between development and the conservation of the 
natural resources and open spaces.  Land in and around the community should be used for the purpose for which 
it is best suited, as defined by a combination of its natural characteristics, location and the goals of the city.  The 
goals stated in this component are intended to establish a balance between development and the conservation of 
such natural resources as wildlife, soils clean water and air and open space.  
 
One of the most important ongoing planning 
challenges is to adequately conserve and balance the 
natural resources of the City of Malad with population 
growth and the protection of the lifestyle which makes 
the city an attractive place to live. Environmental 
conservation and protection serves many a purpose.  
Conservation can protect the natural environment, 
such as water and air quality, and wildlife habitat, as 
well as the quality of the urban environment in the 
community. 
 
The climate is a natural resource for the City making 
Malad a pleasant place to live. The number of days 
with any measurable precipitation is 41. On average, 
there are 203 sunny days per year in Malad City, 
Idaho. The July high is around 89 degrees. The 
January low is 14. The City enjoys the four distinct 
seasons; summer, fall, winter and spring.  
 
The chart below shows the climate comparison of 
Malad, the State of Idaho and the United States. The 
next chart gives us climate information covering 
precipitation, sun, temperature and note that the 
comfort index for Malad is higher that the United 
States as the whole. A higher score on the comfort 
index indicates a more comfortable year-around 
climate. 
 
The City is surrounded by farmland growing hay and 
distant mountains.  This contributes to the open space 
and beautiful views that are part of every neighborhood 
and business area in the City. The chief employer is 
Hess Pumice.  
 
Deep Creek runs through the City providing 
opportunities for future use of the naturally occurring 
resource. 
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The balance of the natural resources, which benefit Malad, lie 
outside of the city limits in the surrounding area of Oneida 
County. Fishing is one of Oneida County's calls to fame.  With 
7 reservoirs, fishing can be enjoyed all year round.  Daniels 
reservoir is famous for producing trophy sized trout.  Kokanee 
Salmon can be found in several of the reservoirs.  The 
Comprehensive Plan of Oneida County contains a full 
description of soils, water, mineral resources, fish and 
wildlife. 
 
The public lands near the city abound with miles of trails 
accessible by foot, horseback, and all-terrain vehicles. 
 
The City has one more natural resource that is very unique, the 
people. Malad has the largest per capita concentration of 
persons of Welsh ancestry outside Wales itself. A Welsh 
festival is held in the summer of each year. The event is 
historically interesting a lot of fun for all local citizens and 
visitors.  
 
It is the responsibility of the Malad community to protect its 
natural resources.  Orderly and planned development will 
contain growth within manageable boundaries and greatly 
assist in protecting resources.  Recognition of natural 
resources is extremely important and will ensure future 
development is harmonious with its natural environment. 
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Chapter Thirteen: Hazardous Areas 
 
Goal 1:  Protect the public health, safety, and general welfare from unsafe conditions.  
 
 
Objective: 
 
 Minimize the likelihood of damage 

resulting from flooding and seismic 
hazards. 
 

 Ensure that all citizens have access to 
information regarding emergency 
preparedness and response. 
 

 Protect life and health through proper 
location of hazardous facilities and 
separation of sensitive issues. 

 
 
 

 
Strategies: 
 
 The city will continue to identify potential hazardous 

areas, by utilizing soil analyses, flood plain and 
topographic maps and other resources. 
 

 Prevent or limit development activity in designated 
flood zones. 
 

 Allow land unsuited for development to be utilized as 
open space in large developments, or used for non-
residential uses such as parks or recreational facilities. 
 

 Identify existing unsafe structures and sites and take 
measures to reduce danger to public 
 

 Join with county and state disaster services to develop 
and maintain an adequate emergency plan. 
 

  Develop standards for site development. 
 
 Enlist aid of State personnel or private consultants 

when reviewing development applications for 
hazardous uses. 

 
 
 
A Hazardous area could be a parcel of land next to the river that floods, or a parcel of land with unstable soil 
conditions.  The Federal Flood Insurance Administration has completed flood hazard area studies and the Soil 
Conservation Service has identified areas with potentially hazardous soil conditions. 
 
Deep Creek runs through a portion of the city. The area identified near deep creek is in the flood zone can flood 
once every 100 years. These are marked as Zone A-2 on the flood plain map to the left.  
 
A few blocks are identified as being in an area that can flood once every 500 years. This area is marked as zone 
B and mainly runs a short distance along Bannock Street and on Bush Avenue. The majority of the City is in 
Zone C which is a minimal flood hazard zone. 
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Wildfire risk within and around Oneida County is generally high with most fires over 500 acres in size. The fire 
season is usually longer than other locations in eastern Idaho. Fire history data are shown in Figure 4 for years 
1993 through 2003. 
 
The City is not a high risk for fire. The fire station located in Malad is the only permanent fire facility for the 
east side of the Fire District. It houses district and city firefighting apparatus. The Malad Fire District is served 
by volunteers and covers the city of Malad and a few other communities. It serves 88 square miles including 25 
miles of Interstate 15.  The area covered is comprised of agricultural lands (hay, grain, and safflower with 
several acres of dry land farming adjacent to federal lands.  A new fire station was built in 2013. With updated 
facilities and located inside the City limits the community is in a good position to defend against any fire 
hazards. 

 
There are no concerns related to chemical hazards, biological hazards or physical hazards. The city does sit on 
the Wasatch fault. The actual fault line runs along the base of the mountains and is not in the city limits. 
 
Many hazardous materials are stored or transported in Idaho on a continuing basis. These include herbicides, 
pesticides, gasoline, acids, explosives, chemical fertilizers, and radioactive materials.  Although no major 
hazardous material disasters have occurred, the potential exists.  As transportation routes, terminals, and storage 
locations appear to be the major areas of concern, Malad should be relatively safe.  The major transportation 
route is the interstate highway, which lies less than a mile to the east and there are no major terminals or 
storage locations in the city beyond those used for gasoline storage. 
 
The city regulates development and has adopted construction standards that are enforced within the city and the 
area of impact.  When hazardous conditions are present, additional safeguards should be imposed.  Residential 
or other types of intensive development should not be permitted in hazardous areas, unless the hazards can be 
sufficiently mitigated. 
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Chapter Fourteen: Agriculture 
 
The City of Malad is located on the eastern side of Oneida County. There are no agricultural lands in the City 
limits yet the city is surrounded by agricultural lands and activity. The County of Oneida has 503 farms 
covering 328,652 acres. The average farm size is 653 acres. Most farms are 1,000 acres or more and there a 
slightly more acres used for crops as compared to pastureland. The top crops fall into a category called Forage-
land used for all hay and haylage, grass silage, and greenchop, followed closely by wheat and cattle. 

 
           2012 Census of agriculture 
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Chapter Fifteen: National Interest Electronic Transmission Corridors 
 
Goal 1: Comply with public utility commission, as per sections 368 and 1221 of the energy policy act of 2005. 
 
 
Objectives: 
 
 Maintain compliance with all laws 

when needed for the good of the 
community and the federal 
government. 

 
 

 
Strategies: 
 
 Propose the high voltage corridor to the Commissioners 

for public hearing and review. 
 

 Be actively involved with Oneida County in the 
Corridor location. 

 
 

 
The Malad Comprehensive Plan includes a new electronic corridor component as required by Idaho State Code. 
This new element has been added to our comprehensive plan in response to the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (The 
Act). The Act is the most comprehensive energy legislation enacted in the United States in over a decade and 
contains provisions that affect all sectors of the U.S. energy industry. In addition to other elements, the Act 
authorizes the Secretary of Energy, based on certain findings, to designate as a “national electric transmission 
corridor” any geographic area experiencing electric transmission capacity constraints or congestion that 
adversely affects consumers. The Act gives the Federal Energy Regulation Commission (FEERC) the authority 
to issue one or more permits for the construction or modification of electric transmission facilities that are 
located in a national electric transmission corridor if FERC makes certain findings described in the ACT.  
It should be noted, the Department of Energy (DOE) does not have authority under the EPA Act of 2005 to 
override any state or local decisions related to transmission siting. Under the Energy Policy Act of 2005 every 
(3) three years DOE must prepare a study of transmission congestion in the United States. Based on the results 
of the congestion study prepared in August 2006, the Secretary of Energy designated two (2) National Interest 
Electronic Transmission Corridors (NIETC): One in the southwest and one in the Mid Atlantic. Idaho is not 
within either of these two (2) NIETC’S. The Department of Energy has released both the 2009 and now the 
2015 National Electric Transmission Congestion Study. The 2015 Study no longer seeks to apply “congestion 
Labels’ to broad geographic areas. Rather, for analytic convenience the study’s results were presented in four 
large regions in the United States: the West, Midwest, Northeast and Southeast.  
 
The findings of the report that concern the West are below and don’t tell us anything about what to expect here 
in the City of Malad. What we do know is that if the study should indicate at some future date that our city falls 
within the Corridor we will cooperate with the utility companies and meet the letter of the law to best of our 
abilities. 
 
Regional Findings of the Congestion Study Report: West 
 
The Western region contains one organized wholesale electricity market, which is operated by the California 
Independent System Operator (CAISO); the rest of the Western region consists of vertically integrated utilities, 
public power entities, and independent generators that trade 
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bilaterally and cooperate for regional planning purposes.8 There are many common issues across the West, but 
there is more extensive data availability within the CAISO than elsewhere, so that region is discussed separately 
in portions of this report. The CAISO serves an estimated 35% of electric load in the western interconnection. 
 
The Department of Energy’s findings regarding congestion in the West are: 
 
 Although a number of paths in the Western Interconnection are heavily utilized, most of these do not 

appear to be operating at such consistently high levels that they act as persistent, reliability-threatening 
transmission constraints. In 2009 (the only year for which data is publicly available), unscheduled flow 
mitigation procedures were used less than 0.5% of the hours of the year. 
 

 With respect to the economic consequences of congestion, there is only information available about the 
area covered by CAISO. That information indicates that individual transmission constraints limit system 
operations in at most 8% of the year, and that these constraints do not increase electric prices and 
congestion costs by a significant amount. 
 

 There has been a marked increase in transmission construction and project completions across the West 
over the past three years, and equal progress in planning and coordination of new transmission project 
proposals. These completions have already improved western transmission throughput, reducing usage 
on many key interfaces and reducing congestion and associated costs. 
 

 In addition, the permanent closure of the San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station has created some local 
reliability challenges for Southern California. A preliminary inter-agency plan has proposed several 
near- and longer-term transmission, resource and regulatory solutions to ensure reliability in this area, 
and to address existing congestion that was exacerbated by the plant closure. 
 

 Although current congestion in the West is relatively low, in the next few years more congestion is 
expected due to transmission constraints related to new development of renewable resources and 
upcoming generator retirements. This is evidenced by WECC’s list of Common Case Transmission 
Projects, which are not yet built or operational, but are assumed to become so within ten years for the 
purposes of WECC’s interconnection-wide planning studies. Congestion resulting from these constraints 
could be exacerbated by higher demand growth induced by extreme weather or economic activity. 
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Chapter Sixteen: Public Airport Facilities 
 
Goal 1: Residents will have a variety of airport facilities available to serve multiple needs and uses. 
 
 
Objective: 
 
 The Malad airport will remain 

available for business and private 
use. 
 

 
 

 
Strategies: 
 
 Assist the airport improvement projects by providing 

support letters   
for grants. 
 

 Be actively involved in airport decisions when Oneida 
County seeks input 

 
 

 
 
Public Airport Facilities — the City of Malad Airport is called the Oneida County Airport. It is located three 
miles southwest of the city. The airport is open to the public but there is no control tower. The paved surface 
runway is asphalt 60' WIDE, 45' WIDE with treated shoulders on each side of the pavement. The surface is not 
in great condition but does have very good markings and is still serving the needs of the area. 
 
The Oneida County Airport also offers a Grass Runway.  There are fuel services as well as a courtesy car.  
 
The Airport is frequently utilized by student pilots, Emergency Services - including Fire and Search and 
Rescue, and Local businesspeople.  
 
There are immediate plans to replace the perimeter fence and will begin saving for a much needed resurface of 
the runway.  Because of the age and condition of the current runway, the management is estimating a cost of 
approximately $300,000.  The County will need to access additional resources to complete the resurfacing 
project. 
 
For domestic and international flights he City of Malad is serviced by the Pocatello Regional Airport and the 
Logan-Cache Airport. The Pocatello Regional Airport and Logan-Cache Airport are both located about one 
hour from the City. The Salt Lake International Airport is 112 miles from Malad City with service from Malad 
to SLC Airport available by Salt Lake City Express ground transportation. 
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Chapter Seventeen: Tools and Implementation Strategies 
 
The following is provided as a list of tools and strategies available to local governments to help implement their 
long-range planning objectives. These tools and strategies are organized into three separate areas: Land Use 
Planning Tools, Parks and Open Space Preservation Tools and Growth and Boundary Protection Tools. Not 
every tool is right or feasible for every community in every situation. Factors such as local resources, the will of 
decision-makers and certain statutory or fiduciary constraints will determine the most effective strategies for the 
City of Malad. 
 
Land Use Planning Tools 
 
There are a number of tools that the City can use to implement the proposed Plan and achieve the goals and 
objectives outlined above. These tools have been successfully used in a number of other communities. Not 
every tool may be applicable to Malad, or applicable in every land use situation. 
 
Programs that may be more useful to Malad are those that work within the land use markets, and rely upon 
financial incentives to encourage appropriate land use techniques to take place. Many of the programs listed in 
this section are based upon this principle. Some of the most successful programs are those that mix the available 
resources.  
 
Future Land Use Plan Map  
 
One tool is the City’s Plan Map. This Plan Map and the associated land use classifications and should be 
adopted and referred to when any new development or rezoning action is proposed. The proposed Plan Map 
should serve as a guide to City planners to help them decide whether a proposed development or zone change is 
appropriate or consistent with the City’s plan for that area. Decision makers should refer to this Plan Map and 
Plan, when making these types of decisions will ensure that all future development or redevelopment within the 
City is compatible with the desires and goals of its residents. The City should strive to not deviate from the 
Plan. Where more complex land use strategies are employed, as described in more detail later in this Plan, it is 
especially important to not make changes to underlying land uses that may defeat the purpose of the other 
strategies.  
 
City Ordinances and Zoning Map  
 
Malad should ensure its zoning map and ordinances are consistent with one other and the Plan Map. The Plan 
Map should also be updated where it is deemed appropriate to change current zoning. When more complex land 
use strategies are employed, it is especially important not to rezone properties where the action may defeat the 
purpose of the other strategies. 
 
Parks and Open Space Preservation Tools 
 
Parks and Open Space Master Plan:  
The community may consider acquiring additional City parks and open spaces. A Parks and Open Space Master 
Plan could serve as a guiding tool for the City as future developments are proposed or as open spaces are 
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annexed. The Parks and Open Space Master Plan would provide the City with an inventory of its existing park 
and open space opportunities, assist in identifying areas in need of more open spaces or parks, and help identify 
open space preservation priorities. Generally, parks are defined as developed (at least loosely) spaces with user 
amenities. Open Space can include park space, but also may include non-developed lands, such as wetlands and 
agricultural lands. 
 
Performance Zoning  
 
Performance based zoning requires developers to show evidence that they can meet regulations (a specified 
level of performance) prior to the approval of their project. One common performance zoning measure is the 
requirement to maintain minimum open space ratios in a development. Developers could be awarded points 
useful for increasing densities for going above and beyond what is required by the City. For example, points 
could be awarded to developers for not impacting and/or leaving an open space intact. These points could 
translate to density bonuses, which may be used on or offsite. When performance zoning is applied to a PUD 
(Planned Unit Development) or cluster ordinance, additional points may be awarded for “moving” development 
to appropriate areas such as town or Neighborhood Centers. This bonus application becomes an economic 
incentive designed to encourage more appropriate development, rather than simply prescribing the 
development. This can be a useful tool to prevent and control sprawl. 
Performance based zoning can be time consuming to develop and administer. It may be challenging for a 
community with a small planning staff. 
 
Cluster Development  
 
Cluster development requirements are often part of a performance-zoning program (as described above). Cluster 
development is a strategy to maximize the amount of open space within a development plan. Development is 
clustered in less sensitive areas (or Neighborhood Centers) rather than evenly spread out at a lower density. The 
cluster development strategy can also involve providing density bonuses to developers in exchange for not 
building in sensitive areas. By granting density bonuses to developers, they can achieve a profitable 
development level without having to build in sensitive areas. Through clustering, an undeveloped preserve is 
created that is jointly owned by the homeowners. Usually this remaining open space is placed under a 
conservation easement. Such easements are usually assigned to a non-profit such as an open space preservation 
organization or a local government entity. A third party holding prevents the easement from being removed 
without appropriate approval. The easement prevents further subdivision or construction. Conservation 
easements are discussed in a following section. 
 
Purchase of Development Rights  
 
A unique way to preserve open space for public interest is for local and state governments to purchase 
development rights (PDR). PDRs do not result in purchase of title fee simple. Rather, the rights to all future 
development are acquired, while the original landowner retains all other rights to the property. PDRs are 
voluntary programs. The advantage to the landowners is the devaluation of the land, and consequently reduced 
property taxes. Finding a willing buyer and seller is the challenge with this technique. The land in question must 
be suitable for use by the current owner (and all future owners), and worth preserving by the new owner.  
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Simple Acquisition  
 
Outright purchase of property is a simple and certain approach to ensure protection of open spaces. However, 
this can be very expensive depending on property values. Additionally, to achieve acquisition without 
condemnation, a community must rely on willing sellers. Malad will need to evaluate the use of municipal 
bonding and other public funding mechanisms to purchase open space and parks. 
 
Conservation Easements 
  
Conservation easements are another tool for protecting land from development. As the PDR and TDR programs 
work, conservation easements also remove the development rights from a property. Under a simple 
conservation easement plan however, the development rights are held by a third-party and cannot be applied to 
a separate piece of land. These development rights are often held by a land trust or a local governmental entity. 
The original landowner retains all other rights associated with landownership, but has given up the right to 
develop the land. Conservation easements can be purchased by a third-party or donated by the landowner. One 
notable feature of giving up the development rights to a parcel of land is that the landowner receives a 
significant tax benefit. By stripping the development rights away from a parcel, the value of the property has 
been decreased, and therefore the property taxes are correspondingly decreased. In some instances if 
development rights are donated, there are tax benefits to the land owner. 
 
Local Funding Sources  
 
The City may consider establishing a funding structure or mechanism for acquiring undeveloped and/or vacant 
land for use as parks and open space. While this list appears long and promising, in all reality many 
communities will find it a challenge to implement these funding sources. It may take additional City staff to 
work with the myriad of landowners who are located within the designated preservation areas. Programs that 
allow the City to provide financial incentives, in exchange for preservation often are the best way for a City to 
implement new programs. Incentives can be in the form of local tax breaks, low interest loans, or density 
bonuses.  
 

1. Private funding possibilities  
2. City funding mechanisms  
3. County General Fund  
4. Special Taxing District  
5. Collaboration with School Districts  
6. State programs  
7. Federal Programs  

 
Private Donations 
  
Private donations have been used in many instances for the development and construction of recreational 
facilities. Public donors, including individuals and corporations, will be most attracted to higher profile facilities 
such as parks or recreational facilities. Obtaining these donations, which often are a tax benefit to the donor, 
generally requires an aggressive promotion and management by the City or other agencies.  
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Generally, open space preservation in the form of rural character or agricultural land preservation comes in the 
form of a donation of land by a landholder. A common scenario is for a landowner to donate a portion of a 
developable property, in an area that is desirable for preservation, in exchange for density bonuses to develop 
other portions of the land. This requires the City to adopt specific ordinances to support the incentive program.  
 
Private and Public Partnerships 
 
Cities and private developers may cooperate on a facility that serves the public, yet is also attractive to a 
developer. These partnerships can be effective funding methods for special use sports facilities like baseball 
complexes or soccer complexes; but are not as effective in developing neighborhood or community parks that 
provide facilities such as playground, informal playing field, and other passive recreation opportunities. 
 
City Funding – General Fund or Bonding  
 
Mill Levy Increases  
 
Many times, this is one of the most effective ways to generate a substantial amount of money for parks, trails, or 
open space. Mill levy increases allow money to be levied over a long period of time, but it can be difficult to 
reach community consensus on a tax increase. Often times a City can use generated funds to leverage money 
from other sources, such as government programs and matching grants from land trusts.  
 
Recreation or Open Space Bonds  
 
Bonds are usually made by a special investment company and sold to the public at current market prices with a 
guaranteed rate of interest. The funds generated are used to buy and/or build recreation facilities, as well as 
purchase open space. The City then has to repay the bond at a prescribed interest rate over a predetermined 
period of time. Bonds are most effective for large projects.  
 
Special Improvement Districts  
 
Residents within these districts (or areas) are assessed additional taxes above the regular mill levy expressly for 
the development and maintenance of public facilities and recreational projects in a specific area of the City. The 
idea is to have local users pay more for services that directly affect them. This option has rarely been used for 
open space preservation, as there is little service provided to residents. This program would best be utilized to 
fund parks, trails, or other recreational opportunities. There is some potential of using a special improvement 
district to operate lands that are purchased by the City, and preserved as park/open space. 
 
User Fees  
 
User fees can generate small to large amounts of revenue depending on the activity. Most of the facilities that 
charge user fees are special use recreation facilities such as golf courses, swimming pools and recreation 
centers. Many communities charge leagues and sports organization to use public facilities in order to recover 
some of the costs of upkeep and maintenance. This program is also best used for implementing parks, trails, and 
recreational facilities.  
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County, State, and Federal Programs  
 
It is recognized that there is considerable competition for these funds, and that these funds are at times very 
limited. However, it has also been documented that creative communities have been successful at obtaining 
funding by demonstrating careful planning and a strong vision for the use of the money. It may take additional 
City staff seek to and obtain these grants. Some programs do require matching local funds, which may require 
the City to raise funds in some manner. 
 
Community Development Block Grants (CDBG)  
 
The primary statutory objective of the CDBG program is to develop viable communities by providing decent 
housing and a suitable living environment and by expanding economic opportunities, principally for persons of 
low and moderate income. The State must ensure that at least 70 percent of its CDBG grant funds are used for 
activities that benefit low- and moderate-income persons over a 1-, 2-, 3-year time period selected by the State. 
Sometimes these grants can be used towards the development or construction of parks, open spaces, sidewalks, 
trails, or bridges. They may also be used to upgrade parks, provide new park equipment, and improve 
accessibility. HUD distributes funds to each State based on a statutory formula, which takes into account 
population, poverty, incidence of overcrowded housing, and age of housing.  
 
Congestion Mitigation/Air Quality  
 
The Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) program is intended to realign the focus of transportation 
planning toward a more inclusive, environmentally sensitive, and multimodal approach to addressing 
transportation problems. It provides $6.0 billion in funding for surface transportation and other related projects 
that contribute to air-quality improvements and reduce congestion. 
 
Growth and Boundary Protection Tools 
 
Like most cities, Malad will continue to grow for at least the next several decades. Recognizing that the City 
will expand and have changing needs over time, the City must thoughtfully examine its planning practices and 
select tools and implementation strategies to best position itself to meet the needs of its citizenry well into the 
future. In Malad, this means, among other things, ensuring that the City has adequately sized planning areas and 
boundaries to ensure the seamless and coordinated expansion of the City over time. The state of Idaho has 
identified a tool for cities to employ to ensure protection of their interests, called Areas of City Impact. 
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Area of City Impact (ACI) 
 
While left relatively undefined by Idaho State Code, ACI’s are understood to be political boundaries identifying 
areas likely to be incorporated into a city in the reasonably near future. Malad has interpreted the State Code to 
identify the City’s ACI to have the following purposes:  
 

1. Protect the health, safety, and welfare of Oneida County     residents;  
2. Ensure protection for municipalities and landowners against adjacent, incompatible development;  
3. Plan for orderly and consistent development where annexation is anticipated;  
4. Guide the efficient and prudent expenditure of local governmental resources;  
5. Organize and manage growth;  
6. Minimize undue environmental degradation and loss of open space.  

 
ACI boundaries can accommodate changes in growth patterns and growth rates, natural and environmental 
constraints and concerns, and community interests.  
Malad has defined its proposed ACI, as illustrated in the maps of this Plan, based on the following goals, 
objectives, and data analysis:  
 

1. Projected population increases,  
2. Existing and proposed development patterns,  
3. Anticipated annexations,  
4. To ensure compatible development within and beyond the City’s municipal boundary 
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Appendix A 
 
Glossary 
 
Agriculture Land – Land primarily devoted to the commercial production of horticultural, viticulture, 
floricultural, dairy, apiary, vegetable, or animal products, or of berries, grain, hay, straw, turf, seed, or livestock 
and land that has long-term commercial significance for agricultural production. 
 
Annexation – The incorporation of a land area into an existing community with a resulting change in the 
boundaries of that community. 
 
Area of City Impact – Required by State law (§64-6526) requires cities to specify an area outside the city 
limits which it expects to annex or is part of its trade area.  Land use authority for this area is negotiated 
between the city and county. 
 
Buffer – An area designed to provide attractive space or distance, obstruct undesirable views or generally 
reduce the impact of adjacent development. 
 
Circulation – Systems, structures and physical improvements for the movement of people, goods, water, air, 
sewage, or power by such means as streets, highways, railways, waterways, towers, airways, pipes, and 
conduits, and the handling of people and goods by such means as terminals, stations, warehouses, and other 
storage buildings or transshipment points. 
 
Commercial – The distribution, sale, or rental of goods and the provision of other services. 
 
Community – Used interchangeably to speak of the total planning area (verses the city or urban fringe) or an 
attitude such as “…a sense of community…” which implies a common identification on an issue by a group of 
citizens. 
 
Community Parks – Community parks are large and intended to provide facilities of general community 
interest.  These parks should provide for active and passive recreation for all ages and for family and organized 
recreation.  They should be centrally located and readily accessible. 
 
Compatible – The ability of different uses to exist in harmony with each other.  “Making uses compatible with 
each other” implies site development standards which regulate the impact of one use on another. 
 
Comprehensive Plan - A general policy statement of the city, including a comprehensive plan map showing 
the general desires for the future of city. 
 
Density – A measure of the intensity of development, generally expressed in terms of dwelling units per acre. It 
can also be expressed in terms of population density (i.e., people per acre).  Density is useful for establishing a 
balance between potential service needs and service capacity. 
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Development – Making a material change in the use or appearance of a structure or land, dividing land into two 
or more parcels, creating or terminating a right of access.  Where appropriate to the context, development refers 
to the act of developing or the result of development. 
 
Diversity – Difference.  Diversity implies the mixture of land use and/or densities within a given area. 
 
Economic Development – The addition of a new economic activity. 

b 
Flood Zone, 100 Year – A flood with a 1% chance of occurring in any given year.  This is the flood most 
commonly used for regulatory purposes. 
 
Goal – A statement of intention expressing community values and attitudes intended to provide a guide for 
action by the community. 
 
Greenway / Greenbelt – An open area which may be cultivated or maintained in a natural state surrounding 
development or used as a buffer between land uses or to mark the edge of an urban developed area. 
 
Hazardous Area – A natural characteristic of the land or combination of characteristics which, when developed 
without proper safeguards, could endanger the public health, safety, or general welfare. 
 
Impact – The consequences of a course of action; the effect of a goal, guideline, plan, or decision. 
 
Impact Fees - A fee, levied by local government on new development, so that the new development pays a 
proportionate share of the cost of the facilities needed to service that development. 
 
Infill Development – The development of new housing or other buildings on scattered vacant sites in a built up 
area. 
 
Infrastructure – Facilities and services needed to sustain industry, commercial and residential activities (e.g. 
water and sewer lines, streets, roads, fire stations, parks, etc.). 
 
Interstate System – This is the system of highways that connects the principal metropolitan areas, cities, and 
industrial centers of the United States.  The Interstate System also connects the U.S. to internationally 
significant routes in Mexico and Canada.  The routes are selected by state departments of transportation and 
subject to approval by the U.S. Secretary of Transportation.   
 
Land Development Regulations – Generally, all ordinances and other tools (policies) used by the city to 
manage land use. 
 
Land Trust – They are nonprofit organizations whose primary purpose is the preservation of undeveloped open 
land for conservation value to the community.  Land trusts are concerned with all kinds of open space land, or 
they focus on specific resources, such as farmland, prairies, mountain ridges, watersheds, river corridors, lakes, 
parks, or community gardens.  Land trusts can be rural, suburban, or urban, depending upon the geography they 
serve.   
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Land Use – A description of how land is occupied or utilized. 
 
Land Use Map – A map showing the existing and proposed location extent and intensity of development of 
land to be used in the future for varying types of residential, commercial, industrial, agricultural, recreational, 
educational and other public and private purposes or combination of purposes or combination of purposes. 
 
Livability – Those aspects of the community, perceived by residents, which make Malad a nice place to live. 
 
Long Range – Refers to a time span of more than five years. 
 
Maintain – Support, keep, or continue in an existing state or condition without decline. 
 
Manufactured Home – A double-wide structure with a Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) label certifying that it was constructed in accordance with the National Manufactured Housing 
Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974. 
 
Master Plan – A comprehensive long-range plan intended to guide the growth and development of a 
community or region and one that includes analysis, recommendations and proposals for the community’s 
population, economy, housing, transportation, community facilities and land use. 
 
Mobile Home – A single wide structure which is constructed for movement on the public highways that has 
sleeping, cooking, and plumbing facilities, intended for human occupancy, which was constructed between 
January 1, 1962 and June 15, 1976. 
 
Neighborhood – A local area whose residents are generally conscious of its existence as an entity.  In planning 
literature, a “neighborhood unit” is a planned residential area organized on the principle that elementary 
schools, parks, playgrounds, churches and shopping are within walking distance of each residence.  Heavy 
traffic is routed around the neighborhood, not through it. 
 
Objective – The objective statement defines the meaning of the goal; describes how to accomplish the goal, and 
suggests a method of accomplishing it.  It advances a specific purpose, aim, ambition, or element of a goal.  It 
can describe the end state of the goal, its purpose, or a course of action necessary to achieve the goal. 
 
Off-Street Parking – A temporary storage area for a motor vehicle that is directly accessible to an access aisle 
and which is not located on a dedicated street right-of-way. 
 
Open Space – Any parcel of land or water essentially unimproved and set aside, dedicated, or reserved for 
public use or enjoyment, or for the use and enjoyment of owners and occupants of land adjoining or 
neighboring such open space. 
 
Pedestrian Walkway (Sidewalk) – A secured path for walking. 
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Planned Unit Development (PUD) – An area of a minimum contiguous size, as specified by ordinance, to be 
planned and developed as a single entity and containing one or more residential clusters; appropriate 
commercial, public or quasi-public uses may be included if such uses are primarily for the benefit of the 
residential development. 
 
Policy – A decision-making guideline for actions to be taken in achieving goals.  The policy is the official 
position of the City of Malad related to a given land use issue.  Policies guide actions in recurring situation. 
 
Public Land – Land owned by the local, state, or federal government, used for purposes which benefit public 
health, safety, general welfare and other needs of society. 
 
Public Facility and Utilities – Refers to key facilities, types and levels of the following: fire protection, police 
protection, schools, libraries, sanitary facilities, storm drainage facilities, government administrative services, 
energy and other services deemed necessary by the community for the enjoyment of urban life. 
 
Residential Area – A given area of the community in which the predominant character is residential.  Uses 
which support residential activity such as parks, churches, schools, fire stations, and utility substations may also 
be permitted.  In certain instances, existing lots of record and development patterns may exceed comprehensive 
plan densities. 
 
Review – An inspection or examination for the purpose of evaluation and the rendering of an opinion or 
decision.  Review by the city may involve public hearings, formal approval or denial of development proposals, 
etc., as provided for in city ordinances. 
 
Sprawl – The expansion of human populations away from central urban areas into low-density, monofunctional 
and usually car-dependent communities, in a process called suburbanization. Sprawl is criticized for causing 
environmental degradation, and intensifying segregation and undermining the vitality of existing urban areas. It 
created additional strain on city services. 
 
Street, Arterial – This street functions primarily to move large volumes of traffic, and secondarily to provide 
access to abutting property.  It is usually a continuous thoroughfare which connects major traffic generators.  
Curb cut, driveway and other regulations control access to adjacent properties. 
 
Street, Collector – This street functions primarily to move traffic from local streets to the arterial street system.  
It secondarily supplies abutting properties with the same degree of service as a local street. 
 
Street, Local – This street is intended solely for access to adjacent properties within local areas. 
 
Urban Service Boundary – That area that can be served economically and efficiently by City of Malad 
utilities. 
 
Urbanization – The process of converting land from urbanizable to urban. 
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Wetlands – Areas that are inundated or saturated by surface water or ground water at a frequency and duration 
sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically 
adapted for life in saturated soil conditions.  Wetlands generally include swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar 
areas.  Wetlands do not include those artificial wetlands intentionally created from non-wetland sites, including, 
but not limited to, irrigation and drainage ditches, grass-lined swales, canals, detention facilities, wastewater 
treatment facilities, farm ponds, and landscape amenities.  However, wetlands may include those artificial 
wetlands intentionally created from non-wetland areas created to mitigate conversion of wetlands, if permitted 
by the county or the city. 
 
Zone – The smallest geographically designed area for analysis of land use activity.  An area or region set apart 
from its surroundings by some characteristic.  
 
Zoning Map – The map or maps, which are a part of the zoning ordinance and delineate the boundaries of zone 
districts. 
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